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USDA Policy Memos, Information & Implementation Memos:
1.) SFSP 14-2013  Transitioning from SFSP to CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals
2.) SFSP 13-2013  Q&As Regarding the Participation of Head Start Programs in CNP
3.) SFSP 12-2013  Guidance Related to the ADA Amendments Act
To view previous USDA policy memos, visit: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/Administration/policy.html. 

Additional Topics
· Townsend Farms, Inc. Recalls Frozen Organic Antioxidant Berry Blend
· Field Trip Notifications

· Certified Food Protection Manger Workshop Offered Through UAF Cooperative Extension

· Error in USDA SFSP 2013 Nutrition Guidance Manual

· SFSP Claim Deadlines

· SFSP Sponsor Monitoring Requirements

· SFSP Banners
Program changes as a result of USDA Policy Memos are to be implemented immediately.  Please file this bulletin for reference, guidance and compliance with the Summer Food Service Program. Feel free to call the Child Nutrition Programs office if you need further clarification.  

USDA Policy Memo

1.   USDA Policy Memo 14-2013: Transitioning from the Summer Food Service Program to the Child and Adult Care Food Program At-Risk Afterschool Meals
This policy memo highlights flexibilities available to Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Sponsors transitioning into the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) during the school year. Many existing SFSP sites are well-positioned to offer afterschool meals during the school year through CACFP.
2.   USDA Policy Memo SFSP 13-2013: Q & As Regarding the Participation of Head Start Programs in Child Nutrition Programs
This policy memo consolidates policy regarding the participation of Head Start Programs in the Child Nutrition Programs.
3.   USDA Policy Memo SFSP 12-2013: Guidance Related to the ADA Amendments Act
This policy memo provides schools, institutions, facilities, sites, and sponsors participating in the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) with additional clarifications on making dietary accommodations for children with disabilities. 
Additional Topics
· Townsend Farms, Inc. Recalls Frozen Organic Antioxidant Berry Blend
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) issued a press release on June 4, 2013 notifying residents of Alaska of a Townsend Farms, Inc. Frozen Organic Antioxidant Berry Blend. Townsend Farms, Inc. issued the recall because some lots of the berry blend may be contaminated with Hepatitis A. Alaska DEC has confirmed distribution of these products in Alaska through Costco stores. Costco has removed affected product from their freezers and are in the process of informing consumers who purchased affected product. We urge all consumers to check their freezers for affected product. The recalled product can be identified using the “BEST BY” codes that are located on the back of the package—please see the attached DEC Press Release for affected “BEST BY” codes and additional information.
· Field Trip Notifications
Reminder: all Sponsors are required to notify the State agency of all filed trips that affect the time and location of their meal service. In addition, sponsors are also advised to notify the food service vendor, if applicable, in advance of any trips. Sponsors should use the Field Trip Notification Form (available on SFSP website) to inform the State of any field trips.
· Certified Food Protection Manger Workshop Offered Through UAF Cooperative Extension
UAF Cooperative Extension Services will be providing a Certified Food Protection Manager Workshop live at the Tanana District office in Fairbanks on Wednesday, July 10th. If you are unavailable to attend the live workshop, videoconferencing will be available in Bethel, Haines, Hoonah, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Juneau, and Sitka. Materials will be provided, and the Certified Food Protection Manager exam will be computer-based. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 26, 2013. Please see the attached flier for additional information and registration contacts.
· Error in USDA SFSP 2013 Nutrition Guidance Manual
I was notified by USDA on June 5, 2013 that there is a mistake in the USDA SFSP 2013 Nutrition Guidance manual. In the Nutrition Guidance manual it says that popcorn is a healthy and reimbursable food item. Popcorn is NOT CREDITABLE in Child Nutrition Programs. Please notify your staff of this if your program was under the impression that popcorn is a creditable item.
· SFSP Claim Deadlines
This is a friendly reminder that ALL claims for reimbursement are due NO LATER than 60 days after the last day of the claiming month. Remember to think 60 days, and not 2 months. Please try and submit your claims within 30 days of the last day of the claiming month, as I have to submit federal 30 day meal count reports and they’re more accurate if claims are submitted within 30 days. I’ve attached a claim calendar to this Bulletin, and they were also included in your training packets, as well as on our website. Please print the claim calendar and keep it within eye sight of your computer so these deadlines are not missed.
· SFSP Sponsor Monitoring Requirements
All Sponsors MUST complete a fourth week site review for each site they’re operating. Pre-approval visits and first week site visits are required for all new sites, and any returning sites that experienced significant operational programs in the prior year. Documentation of these visits must be kept on file at your office. We will check for these documents at the time of review. Please contact the State Agency if you have questions or concerns regarding Sponsor Monitoring requirements. 
· SFSP Banners

Our office has tons of SFSP banners available, and ready to be shipped to sites. These banners are great for advertising the availability of meals at feeding sites. If you have Open sites you should have these banners posted outside somewhere (within the vicinity of the feeding area). Please contact myself, or Debbie Soto to request SFSP banners. 
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	Contact Information
	Commonly Used Acronyms

	
	

	Veronica Lietz, SFSP Program Specialist
	SFSP – Summer Food Service Program

	(907) 465-4788  fax (907) 465-8910
	CNP – Child Nutrition Programs

	Veronica.Lietz@alaska.gov
	FNS – Food & Nutrition Services

FNSRO-Food & Nut Services Reg. Office

	Debbie Soto, SFSP Education Program Assistant
	USDA – U.S. Department of Agriculture

	(907) 465-3316  fax (907) 465-8910
	SA – State Agency

	Debbie.Soto@alaska.gov
	DEC – Department of Conservation

LEA – Local Education Authority


In accordance with Federal law and U. S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.[image: image3.png]



Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines





Final day to submit SFSP Applications			June 15, 2013


All applications must be submitted no later


than June 15th, or 30 days prior to the first 


date of service





Cooperative Extension Certified Food Protection		June 26, 2013


Manager Workshop Registration Deadline





30-Day Deadline for May Claims				June 30, 2013			








