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Under Title VIII of ESEA, private schools and their students and staff have the right to “equitable” services provided by ESEA programs including Titles I-A, I-C, II-A, III-A, IV-A, and IV-B (21st CCLC).  To ensure this, ESEA [8501(c)] requires that timely and meaningful consultation occur between the grantee and private school officials prior to any decision that affects the opportunities of eligible private school children, teachers, and other educational personnel to participate in programs under ESEA and continue throughout the implementation and assessment of the equitable services.  More information regarding equitable services is available on the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development (DEED) Private Schools and the ESEA webpage.
Documenting Consultation with Private Schools
21st CCLC applicants must consult with private schools officials in a timely and meaningful manner and document this consultation for each applicable private school.  Alaska does not have a mandatory consultation process or form, but below are two options applicants might consider.

Option 1: 
There is a simple, standard template DEED provides that covers all of the Title Programs.  Many districts use this as part of their ESEA Consolidated Application for formula funding under Titles I-A, I-C, II-A, III-A, IV-A. The form also lists Title IV-B, so a 21st CCLC applicant could simply opt to use that.

Option 2: 
For non-district applicants, and for districts who would like to do a separate private school consultation process for 21st CCLC afterschool programming, you may want to create a form that includes the following information and questions:
· A description of the location, hours of operation, and programming proposed for the 21st CCLC afterschool program.
· Does the school want to participate in equitable 21st CCLC services (no, yes)
· How many students at the private school live in the attendance area of the 21st CCLC feeder school(s)?
· How many of those student meet the 21st CCLC program’s proposed targeted criteria (e.g. academic need, social/emotional need, economic need)
· What data sources does the school use to determine which students have this need?
· How will the school communicate about participating student’s regular school day so that the program can align with and complement that instruction?
· Are the school and parent of any participating student willing to share the individual student data that is required for 21st CCLC program evaluation purposes? (e.g. assessment data, teacher survey, grades, attendance, etc.)
· Are any private school staff interested in working in the program?
· Is the school interested in participating in 21st CCLC staff training events?
· Are parents interested in participating in 21st CCLC family engagement events?
· A place for the private school official’s signature and date, affirming consultation occurred.

Regardless of what process a 21st CCLC applicant uses for private school consultation, it must be done in a timely and meaningful manner and dated signatures from private school officials affirming consultation occurred must be obtained and submitted. 

If private schools are contacted but do not respond to the applicant, the applicant should provide documentation of this as well. 

If an applicant is unaware of what private schools exist in their community, they could use public outreach (e.g. website, social media, e-newsletter, newspaper, signs at library or religious buildings) to communicate their desire to consult with local private schools regarding equitable services in a 21st CCLC program.


