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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

What is the Alaska Reads Act
and how does it affect my

child’s education?
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In every school district, there is a rule that says they have
to provide special help for students who have difficulty

with reading. This special help is called "intensive reading
intervention services." These services are designed to
help students become better readers by giving them

extra support and opportunities to practice.
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An example of intensive reading intervention services
might be a program where students work one-on-one
with a teacher. The teacher will help them learn new
reading strategies or provides extra reading practice.
Another example is having a small group of students

who will meet with a reading specialist to improve their
reading skills together.
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Your school will use a literacy screener to assess for reading skills,
including characteristics of dyslexia. 

This screener will be given three times a school year and helps
inform instruction.

 When a child is having difficulty with reading, the school will notify
the student’s parent or guardian within 15 days and create an

individual reading improvement plan with parents within 30 days.



At the end of the school year, school staff must meet with
the child’s parent or guardian, prior to the last 45 calendar
days of the school year, if the child is still having difficulty

with reading.

Following the meeting, the parent or guardian decides on
the next steps.
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Kindergarten-Second Grade Children



An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

Third Grade Children
At the end of the school year a meeting will be held prior to the
last 45 days of the school year, for third graders struggling with

reading.

 The child will not go to fourth grade unless the parent or
guardian signs a waiver and agrees that the child will attend 20

hours of reading services during the summer between third and
fourth grade.
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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

How will I know how my
child scored on the reading

assessment?
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Your child will take this assessment 3 times a year. If
your child has a score that places them in the
benchmark or above benchmark range, their

instruction will continue on without the need for
intensive intervention. 
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Your child will take this assessment 3 times a year.
If your child has a score that places them in the

below benchmark or well below benchmark
range, their reading instruction will change to

better meet their reading needs. 
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Amplify Home Connect Letters 

The school is required to screen your
child and their reading skills, including
characteristics of dyslexia, as required

by the AK Reads Act.

This score aligns with the
information on the previous slide.



An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

Amplify Home Connect Letters 

This document includes
activities of how you can
help your child at home.
You will get this 3 times a

year. 
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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

My child scored low in
reading. 

What happens next?
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The school will let you know if your
child is below benchmark in their

reading skills by providing a Parent
Notification Letter.

In this letter, you will be invited to a meeting
with the team that will be working with you to

create a plan that will help your child reach
their grade level benchmark.

Parent
Notification

Letter
Your school district may have a slightly different form that has been approved by DEED.
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At this meeting, the team will
discuss the child’s reading scores
and create an Individual Reading

Improvement Plan.

Part of this plan will include reading
interventions that the school will

provide during the school day and if
a child is well below benchmark, the

school will also provide out of
school reading support.
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This plan will also consist of goals that
the child is working on, how often
their progress will be checked and
the interventions that the school is

putting in place to help the child
make growth in their needed areas. 

The school will communicate with
parents a minimum of 10 times

throughout the school year to update
them about their child’s reading and

goals.
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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

For more parent resources, please visit:

https://education.alaska.gov/Alask
a-Reading-Resources/parent-

resources




