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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

Understanding
Alaska’s Early Education Program Standards 

and 0.5 ADM Approval:
Screening and Developmental Evaluation

January 11, 2024
Jayne McFarland, Education Specialist II

Division of Innovation and Education Excellence
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Norms
Chat:

• Use the chat for technical 
difficulties.

• Links to resources will be posted 
here.

Verbal Questions:
• Will be addressed at designated 

times throughout the 
presentation.

Q&A:
• Write questions in the Q&A.
• This allows us to track questions 

and build a bank of FAQ.
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The Early Learning Team
Division of Innovation and Education Excellence

Early Learning Administrator
Becky Moren (becky.moren@alaska.gov )

Pre-Elementary Assessments / Head Start 
Supanika Ordonez (Supanika.ordonez@alaska.gov) 

DWEEP Grant / DWEEP-ADM Application
Jayne McFarland (jayne.mcfarland@alaska.gov )

Pre-Elementary Grant / Pre-Elementary Approval / 619
Kristen Spencer (kristen.spencer@alaska.gov)

earlylearning@alaska.gov

mailto:becky.moren@alaska.gov
mailto:Supanika.ordonez@alaska.gov
mailto:jayne.mcfarland@alaska.gov
mailto:kristen.spencer@alaska.gov
mailto:earlylearning@alaska.gov
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Mission, Vision, and Purpose

Mission Vision Purpose
An excellent education for 
every student every day. 

All students will succeed in 
their education and work, 
shape worthwhile and satisfying 
lives for themselves, exemplify 
the best values of society, and 
be effective in improving the 
character and quality of the 
world about them.
- Alaska Statute 14.03.015

DEED exists to provide 
information, resources, and 
leadership to support an 
excellent education for every 
student every day. 
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Strategic Priorities: 
Alaska’s Education Challenge
Five Shared Priorities:
1. Support all students to read at grade level by 

the end of third grade. 
2. Increase career, technical, and culturally 

relevant education to meet student and 
workforce needs.

3. Close the achievement gap by ensuring 
equitable educational rigor and resources.

4. Prepare, attract, and retain effective 
education professionals.

5. Improve the safety and well-being of students 
through school partnerships with families, 
communities, and tribes.

education.alaska.gov/akedchallenge
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Purpose and 
Objectives

Purpose

Discuss Alaska’s Early Education Program Standards 
to familiarize the requirements of the 2024-2025 
District-Wide Early Education Program Approval and 
0.5 ADM Funding application (DWEEP-ADM) and to 
plan for documentation of high-quality early 
education programming.

Objectives

• Participants will be familiar with all nine sections 
of Alaska’s Early Education Program Standards.

• Participants will have a framework for collecting 
documentation necessary for the DWEEP-ADM 
application.
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• Updates & General Information
• Section IV: 

 Screening and Developmental Evaluation
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Alaska
Early Education 
Program Standards 
I. Teaching and 

Learning 
Environment

II. Social and 
Emotional 

Support
December

III. Curricula
November

IV. Screening and 
Developmental 

Evaluation
January

V. Assessment
October

VI. Family 
Engagement

VII. Dual 
Language 
Learners

November

VIII. Coaching
December

IX. Continuous 
Quality 

Improvement
October

AK_Reads_EEP-Standards-SBOA-APPROVED.pdf (alaska.gov)

education.Alaska.gov/akreads/webinar-schedules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Adopted in April, 2023 in response to House Bill 114, known as AK Reads legislation.Provide a framework for school district’s to develop high quality early education programs.

https://education.alaska.gov/akreads/AK_Reads_EEP-Standards-SBOA-APPROVED.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/akreads/webinar-schedules
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Early Education Standards Workbook

Purpose: 
• Provide a user-friendly method for viewing and referring to the standards.
• Provide an organizational tool as Districts develop High Quality programming. 
• Provide an organizational tool as Districts collect documentation of their early 

education program.  

https://education.alaska.gov/forms/05-24-023.xlsx

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a resource for Districts to use or modify as suits their needs.It is useful for Districts who are in the process of developing an Early Education Program AND Districts who have a seasoned program.

https://education.alaska.gov/forms/05-24-023.xlsx


10

An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay



11

An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

FY25 Application for 
District-Wide Early Education Program Approval 
AND 
0.5 ADM/Formula Funding
(DWEEP-ADM Application)

Anticipated Release:
 late January 2024
Training: 
 To be announced
Due Date:
 May 15, 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Intent to Apply will be available in multiple locations: early learning programs webpage, DEED Information Exchange, Alaska Reads Newsletter, email sent to superintendents and Districts who previously applied. If you would like to be added to the email list, please put your name and email in the chat.Districts will submit the Intent to Apply form, then an individualized Google folder will be created and shared with the district. If your District doesn’t have Google Suite, just email us and our IT department will make accommodations.Those who are using the workbook, which is an excel sheet, will cut data from the Workbook and paste it into the application, a google Sheet.
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Section IV:
Screening and Developmental Evaluation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Information was drawn from Ages and Stages Questionnaire training materials available through Brookes Publishing.Note: some of the examples of tools are outdated.  Brookes Publishing is in the process of updating the Ages and Stages Questionnaires, thus they haven’t kept their infographs and resources up-to-date since prior to Covid.Primary Purpose of screening: identify concerns regarding a child’s developmental skills.  The Standards require schools to administer the approved screening tool in order to identify children at risk for developmental delays and then to refer for further evaluation.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide uses the term “diagnostic assessment”, our standards use the term “developmental evaluation”, they are the same thing.Diagnostic assessment/developmental evaluation involves special education team within schools & mental health or medical personnel outside of school.Purpose: Follow up with students who were flagged on screening.  Assess whether those children need and eligibility for additional services: special education, behavioral health, or medical services.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section V of the Standards discusses ongoing assessment. We reviewed requirements for this type of assessment in October’s Webinar.Ongoing assessment is typically completed by classroom teachers in cooperation with parents.Our state Approved ongoing Assessment tool is Teaching Strategies GOLD. 
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Collaborate and work in 
partnership with 

families through every 
step of the screening 

and evaluation process.

Requirement:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big idea of the day: collaborate with families throughout the educational process.Previously, presented the idea that all of the sections of the standards fit together like a puzzle to create a high quality early education program.Today, recognize that working together with families is also like a puzzle.  All the pieces must be in place for the benefit of the child.Families bring: relationship with the child, familiarity with his day to day skills, they know what resources they have and what struggles they face.Schools bring: knowledge of what’s expected at school, developmental norms, access to educational resources, and ability to navigate systems.We collaborate with families to help students access supports both outside of school and within school.Note: All slides with the yellow triangle are requirements of the standards.
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REQUIREMENT: A program must use the DEED identified statewide 
developmental screening tool(s).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ASQ-third edition has been procured for any school district in the state who chooses to access it.  DEED will release technical information about accessing tool kits, online scoring, and training.
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What is ASQ-3?

• Covers 5 developmental areas 
(Communication, Gross Motor, Fine 
Motor, Problem Solving, Personal-Social)

• A series of 21 illustrated questionnaires 

• For children from 1 to 66 months of age

• Parents or caregivers will complete.

• Administered via paper or online

• Scored online

• Unscored section to probe for parent 
concerns
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Why Ages & Stages?
• Highly valid, reliable, and accurate at identifying children at risk for 

developmental delays
• Aligned across departments and agencies within Alaska
• Meets the needs of Child Find
• On-line scoring allows for statewide documentation
• Designed to encourage parent involvement and education
• Parents can complete the items of the questionnaire alone, or with the 

guidance of a professional
• Strengths based—it’s easy to share results and talk about a child’s 

development

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Others using ASQ-3: Department of Health, medical providers, birth to 3 providersCan be completed at home, in a waiting room, during a home visit, or as part of an interviewDEED is not providing materials kits at this time. These items may not be in every home, but they are easy to find in a classroom.
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Also available: Social-Emotional 
Questionnaire

• ASQ: SE-2
• Similar format to the ASQ-3 questionnaires
• Focuses exclusively on social emotional skills and behaviors
• May be administered along with the ASQ-3 or as a follow up 

to the ASQ-3 when social emotional challenges are flagged

CONNECTION: Section II, Social and Emotional Support, requires programs to implement 
strategies to identify children with mental heath or social and emotional concerns with 

assistance from mental health consultants.
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REQUIREMENT: A program must use the DEED 
identified statewide developmental screening 
tool(s).

• Requirement waived for the 2024-2025 DWEEP-
ADM application only

• Report the screening tool(s) used in the 
previous three years

• The screening tool(s) used must meet all other 
requirements of Section IV.

• Valid and reliable for the population and the 
purpose

• Appropriate for the population
• Obtain information from people familiar with the 

child’s typical behavior.  



Alaska’s 
Standards allow 

room for 
individualization

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big idea: individualize your programPrograms often incorporate screening into their onboarding process.Screening tool is used to identify children who have potential developmental delays.Onboarding process can be used for many purposes:Assess functional communication skillsObserve how a child responds to unfamiliar people and situationsDetermine if a child will participate in table-top or directed tasksGet a sense of the classBuild relationship with familiesPrograms may choose to administer the ASQ-3 as part of a battery of tools
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Requirement: Prevent 
duplication of screening
• Ask parents if the student has been screened within the past 

45 days
• A copy of the screening results must be on file with the 

district program
• Parents may share a copy of the screening results page, or 
• Districts get parent permission and request a copy from administering 

agency

• Use the same process to act on screening results obtained in-
district or out-of-district

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As mentioned, other agencies in the state are using the ASQ



25

An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

Requirements: Screen

• Obtain permission to screen
• Obtain a screening of students within 45 days of enrollment
• Use the ASQ: Ages & Stages Questionnaires
• Obtain information from people familiar with the child’s 

typical behavior.  
• Qualified and trained personnel conduct the screening
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Consider: When and Where

• Before or after school starts?
• Part of the onboarding process?
• Combined with registration?
• At school or with a home visit?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ASQ is versatile.  Your program should consider both school and family interests when determining how to administer it.
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Requirements: Identify needs

• Consider results of the screening.
• Seek family input.
• Consider any additional relevant information.
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Requirements: Assess further

• Seek guidance from a mental health or child development 
professional.

• Work with the family to make appropriate referrals.
• A local agency or provider to determine if the child is 

eligible for behavioral health or other medical services.
• The district’s Special Education Program to determine if 

the child is eligible for special education services.

REQUIREMENT:  Parental consent is required at each step of the process.

HINT: Utilize your district’s MTSS or RTI system.
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Requirements: Use developmental 
evaluation results

Partner with parents to coordinate 
delivery of services.

Seek guidance to determine implications for 
the child’s development and school readiness.

Help the family access supports and services: 
• Medical services through health insurance.
• Educational services through section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act.

REQUIREMENT:
A child may not be excluded from the program on 

the basis of disability.

If not eligible for special education:If eligible for special education:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Work closely with special education process.  Shared responsibility between regular education and special education.This requirement doubly ensures that there is collaboration between family and school.This work is typically managed by the special education evaluation team with a representative from the regular education team.
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It’s not a 
problem to solve, 
it’s a process to 
manage.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big idea of the day.Section IV Screening and developmental evaluation, is a process, not a single day of testing or a single meeting.Work with parent to get a sense of a child’s developmental skills.  Recognize if the child is on track or has potential delays.  If delays are indicated, use developmental evaluation to explore further. Then use those results to plan for his education.
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Evidence: Document the process
Examples of evidence:
• Show what tool is used: 

Dated parent communication such as newsletters or fliers, proof of purchase, policy statements.
• For the 2024-2025 application only: If a tool other than ASQ is used, show that it meets the 

standards:
link to publisher’s description.

• Show when and why the district screens students: 
Dated parent communication, policy statements, websites, dated enrollment forms, school calendar. 

• Show how families participate in the process: 
Forms parents complete, parent communication, flow charts, policy statements.

• Show how screening and diagnostic evaluation results are used: 
Flowchart of referral and evaluation process, list of cooperating local agencies/providers.

• Show how districts help families access supports: 
Flowchart of referral and evaluation process, description of student support team, list of cooperating local 
agencies/providers.

HINT: Submit the amount of evidence necessary to document all 
requirements of the screening and evaluation process.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For those of you ready to apply for District Wide Early Education Program Approval, as part of the application you’ll need to provide evidence that your program is meeting the Standards.Attach evidence that documents your entire process and how parents are included in that process.DEED can access use of ASQ if your district signs up through us.  Need to provide evidence if not signed up through DEED.
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• Resources
• An Introduction to ASQ-3 Presentation - Ages and Stages

• Developmental Monitoring and Screening | CDC

• Help Me Grow Alaska, Developmental Screening: A Tool for Family 
Engagement and Tracking healthy Growth. Training | Help Me 
Grow (helpmegrowak.org)

https://agesandstages.com/resource/intro-asq-3-presentation/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/screening.html
https://helpmegrowak.org/training/
https://helpmegrowak.org/training/
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Webinar Series:
Understanding

Alaska’s Early 
Education 

Program 
Standards and

.5 ADM Approval

Recorded October 26
 Assessment
 Continuous Quality Improvement
Recorded November 9
 Dual Language Learners
 Curriculum
Recorded December 14
 Social and Emotional Support
 Coaching
January 11, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
 Screening and Developmental Evaluation
February 8, 10:00-11:30 a.m
 Family Engagement
 Teaching and Learning Environment

Registration Required.  Click the links to register.
Intended audience: All Districts with an Early Education Program.

Purpose: Build quality early education programs. Understand District-Wide Early Education Program Approval (.5 ADM). 
Live webinars will include Q & A.  Webinars will be recorded and posted at the AK Reads Webinar Schedules page.

Contact Jayne.mcfarland@alaska.gov for more information.

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/eGnWGTpL4pvYCq9ev1SrmCOR-kedjt1rJfndMt7kMZh2JL7biLCcFmcyrWKgG8pF.ExhRDfbYbp8l1ol_
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/o9AqM0auhcdBtMQn-dFfuPwvC8GYZbzsJxaNdBjjGBWrr8I_gy73Rzr6CILi64JL.-9VSOP2_yA1h6ImX
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/eEX4_FFregkJGm3dTibstIyUb5kC2nkUdaNO3PQSFQ_YbanelSKnbeRmSgB_G0P3.5pXwiZlJ9Oq1xdWH
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcofuGrqzktGNW_bt2eEue6G2ZzlbrkPiuR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsd-qgrjsuEtGvZl9yd2XU422usnSECRIb
https://education.alaska.gov/akreads/webinar-schedules
mailto:Jayne.mcfarland@alaska.gov
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Contact Information 

Jayne McFarland, Education Specialist II
jayne.mcfarland@alaska.gov
(907) 269-7974
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