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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition
Information

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development

Fall 2023
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DEED

Tracy Parker
Reading Specialist

tracy.parker@alaska.gov

Elizabeth Greninger, Ph.D.
Assessments Administrator

elizabeth.greninger@alaska.gov
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Amplify Team

Carolyn Mulloy
cmulloy@amplify.com 

Assoc.  Director, Customer Success 

Jacob Mattlin
jmattlin@amplify.com
Specialist, Customer Success

Kristen Rockstroh
krockstroh@amplify.com

Account Executive, Sales 

Erin Replogle
ereplogle@amplify.com 

Professional Development Strategist

mailto:cmulloy@amplify.com
mailto:cmulloy@amplify.com
mailto:jmattlin@amplify.com
mailto:jmattlin@amplify.com
mailto:krockstroh@amplify.com
mailto:ereplogle@amplify.com
mailto:ereplogle@amplify.com
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Mission, Vision, and Purpose

Mission Vision Purpose

An excellent education for every 
student every day. 

All students will succeed in their 
education and work, shape 
worthwhile and satisfying lives 
for themselves, exemplify the 
best values of society, and be 
effective in improving the 
character and quality of the 
world about them.
- Alaska Statute 14.03.015

DEED exists to provide 
information, resources, and 
leadership to support an 
excellent education for every 
student every day. 
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Strategic Priorities: 
Alaska’s Education Challenge
Five Shared Priorities:

1. Support all students to read at grade level by
the end of third grade.

2. Increase career, technical, and culturally
relevant education to meet student and
workforce needs.

3. Close the achievement gap by ensuring
equitable educational rigor and resources.

4. Prepare, attract, and retain effective education
professionals.

5. Improve the safety and well-being of students
through school partnerships with families,
communities, and tribes.

education.alaska.gov/akedchallenge
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What is a literacy screener?

• Brief

• Easy to administer

• Valid  

• Reliable

• Informative

• 3x a year
*text from IDA; chart NCIL

https://dyslexiaida.org/universal-screening-k-2-reading/
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/understanding-screening-overall-screening-and-assessment
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Diagnostic Assessments

● Target students at risk
● Skill specific
● Informs instruction
● Curriculum agnostic
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HB 114… the department shall adopt 
a statewide screening tool…
› Students in grades K-3 to identify students with 

reading deficiencies

› Identify students with characteristics of dyslexia

› Evaluate
– Kindergarten: phonemic awareness, letter naming 

fluency, letter sound fluency, letter word sound 
fluency

– First Grade: letter word sound fluency, oral reading 
fluency

– Second and Third Grade: Vocabulary, oral reading 
fluency

› Administer three times per year

› Methods to monitor progress

Aligns to Requirements 

of Alaska Reads Act
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Alaska Reads Act 

● Passed June 2022

● Four Components
○ District Reading Intervention Program
○ Department Reading Program
○ Voluntary Pre-K and Parents as Teachers
○ Virtual Education Consortium

● Learning Webinars:
https://edcuation.alaska.gov/akreads/webinar-schedules

https://edcuation.alaska.gov/akreads/webinar-schedules
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Who can administer?

Literacy screening tools should be administered by district 
staff who have taken the minimum training deemed 
appropriate by the state and the vendor.  All assessors should 
also follow the vendor’s specific guidelines and 
recommendations for valid implementation.



13

A
n

 E
xc

el
le

nt
 E

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 fo
r 

Ev
er

y 
St

u
d

en
t 

Ev
er

y 
D

ay

•4 AAC 06.710 Statewide student assessment system will include the:
• addition of interim assessment

• addition of the statewide screening tool

• The literacy screener is covered in the current language of 4 AAC 06.761 
Test Administration.

• The administration of literacy screening tools will follow the same 
requirements of administration and training documentation as other state 
assessments.

• Literacy screening tools should be administered by district staff who have 
taken the minimum training deemed appropriate by the state and the 
vendor. 

• All assessors should also follow the vendor’s specific guidelines and 
recommendations for valid implementation.

Assessment Regulations
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Assessment 
Calendar for 

23-24

https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/general-assessment-information
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Literacy Screener Components 
Measure Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4-5

Letter Naming Fluency ✔ ✔

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency ✔ ✔

Nonsense Word Fluency ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Word Reading Fluency ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Oral Reading Fluency ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Maze (Basic Comprehension) ** ✔ ✔ ✔

mCLASS Vocabulary ** ✔ ✔

** Maze and vocabulary are administered online to the whole class at once

✔ - All literacy screeners MUST include
✔ - mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition literacy screener; all literacy screener users are to follow the vendor’s specific guidelines 
and recommendations for valid implementation
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Dyslexia Screener Components 
mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition 

** ALL literacy screener users are to follow the vendor’s specific guidelines and recommendations for 
valid implementation.

A student whose composite score is well below benchmark will need 
the following measure administered within the designated state 
benchmark window.

Kindergarten: Rapid Automatized Naming (RAN)
First, Second, and Third grade: Spelling
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Composite Score 

The composite score is generated upon completion of all 

subtests for a given grade level. 

With a composite score 

teachers can access: 

- mCLASS Reporting

- Instructional Resources 

- Student Growth Goals

- Student Goal Setting 

- Parent resources 
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Classroom and 
Aggregated Web 
Reports Reports

20   

https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/mCLASS_ReportingGuide_012522-1.pdf
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Instructional Resources 
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 Parent Resources 

*Home Connect letters can be used to notify parents of progress as required by the Reads Act
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Enrollment and Materials
Options for enrolling: 

Clever

Classlink

Admin Portal - our own CSV/manual entry option

Additional: 

- Materials (1 kit, per grade, per school - K-3)
- District Coordinator to manage technology integration
- Must use student AK State IDs
- Any staff who is assessing must have their own account

*Process to be discussed in Enrollment meeting (30-45) minutes with Amplify

https://my.amplify.com/help/en/articles/980191-clever-enrollment
https://my.amplify.com/help/en/articles/3702808-classlink-enrollment
https://my.amplify.com/help/en/articles/6186529-admin-portal-overview
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Training Opportunities

Session Details Audience

mCLASS:DIBELS 8 Initial Training, Remote
● 1 full day (7 hours total) or
● 2 half days remote (6 hours total) 

Teachers, 
Instructional 
Leaders, Coaches

Launch: Initial Training: Train the Trainer
2 half days remote (6 hours total)

Coaches, Testing 
Coordinators 
District Designees

Strengthen: Understanding your school or district data 
Administrators and Instructional Leaders
Half Day Remote Webinar (3 hours)

Administrators 

Asynchronous Self-Paced Online Training (6 hour) Teachers (on-going 
resource available) 

Session Title / 
Type

Modality / 
Duration Duration Audience Timeframe

Initial Training

mCLASS:DIBELS 8 
Initial Training

Remote

6-hour

1  Full day session 
 or                                                                                                                                                                                    

  2  Half day sessions 

Teachers, Instructional Leaders, 
Coaches

Districts to provide 
preferred training 

dates

Asynchronous Online 
Training

Online

6-hour
1 year license

Any teacher or administrator 
who has completed an initial 

training
Ongoing

Strengthening / Ongoing Support

Training of Trainers
Remote

7-hour
1  Full day session                                                                                                  Designated Instructional 

Leaders

Spring 2023 
And

Fall/Winter 2023

Understanding your 
School or District 

Data 

Remote

3-hour
1 Half day session

Any teacher or administrator 
who has completed an initial 

training

Districts to provide 
preferred training 

dates
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Be in the Know:

AKLearns webpage: https://aklearns.org/

DEED Reading Resource webpage: 
https://education.alaska.gov/Alaska-Reading-Resources

DEED Literacy Screener webpage: 
https://education.alaska.gov/alaska-reading-resources/Statewide-Early-Literacy-Scre
ener

Sign-up for DEED Newsletters: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDEED/subscriber/new?qsp=AKDEED_2

https://aklearns.org/
https://education.alaska.gov/Alaska-Reading-Resources
https://education.alaska.gov/alaska-reading-resources/Statewide-Early-Literacy-Screener
https://education.alaska.gov/alaska-reading-resources/Statewide-Early-Literacy-Screener
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDEED/subscriber/new?qsp=AKDEED_2
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Contact Information 

Tracy Parker
Reading Specialist, DEED
tracy.parker@alaska.gov

Carolyn Mulloy
Associate Director, Amplify Customer Success
cmulloy@amplify.com 

mailto:tracy.parker@alaska.gov
mailto:cmulloy@amplify.com



