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Essential Elements Worksheet 

Note: Because this is a hands-on activity, we are asking that you identify the content with boxes, verbs with underlines (not possible to bold for abstract verbs), and delimiters with parentheses. When this work is completed electronically, it is facile to bold the abstract verbs and italicize the delimiters.

Activity 1
Step 1 – Identify key components of the standard

· 3.RL1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text (e.g., making basic inferences and predictions), referring explicitly to details from the text as the basis for the answers. 

a) Identify the essential content: [put boxes around the key nouns]
b) Identify the essential intellectual operation(s): [underline the key verbs; circle the abstract verbs]
c) Identify the delimiter(s): (put everything else in parentheses)

Step 2 – Reduce the depth, breadth, and complexity of the standard by:
a) Eliminating unnecessary content, intellectual operations, and delimiters
b) Generate the essentialized standard

Step 3 – Finalize standard
a) Ensure relevance to student's skill level(s): does the performance demand match the student's strengths and area(s) of support?
b) Ensure relevance to instructional context: does the standard match the curricula and resources? If not, it may be necessary to develop curricula. Revising the essentialized standard is also an option.

Essentialized Standard:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes: 


Activity 2
Step 1 – Identify key components of the standard

7.NS3 - Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational numbers. (Computations with rational numbers extend the rules for manipulating fractions to complex fractions.) 

For example, use models, explanations, number lines, real life situations, describing or illustrating the effect of arithmetic operations on rational numbers (fractions, decimals). 

a) Identify the essential content: [put boxes around the key nouns]
b) Identify the essential intellectual operation(s): [underline the key verbs; circle the abstract verbs]
c) Identify the delimiter(s): (put everything else in parentheses)

Step 2 – Reduce the depth, breadth, and complexity of the standard by:
a) Eliminating unnecessary content, intellectual operations, and delimiters
b) Generate the essentialized standard

Step 3 – Finalize standard
a) Ensure relevance to student's skill level(s): does the performance demand match the student's strengths and area(s) of support?
b) Ensure relevance to instructional context: does the standard match the curricula and resources? If not, it may be necessary to develop curricula. Revising the essentialized standard is also an option.

Essentialized Standard:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Notes: 




Activity 3
Step 1 – Identify key components of the standard

8.RI2 –Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; restate and summarize main ideas or events, in correct sequence, after reading a text.

a) Identify the essential content: [put boxes around the key nouns]
b) Identify the essential intellectual operation(s): [underline the key verbs; circle the abstract verbs]
c) Identify the delimiter(s): (put everything else in parentheses)

Step 2 – Reduce the depth, breadth, and complexity of the standard by:
a) Eliminating unnecessary content, intellectual operations, and delimiters
b) Generate the essentialized standard

Step 3 – Finalize standard
a) Ensure relevance to student's skill level(s): does the performance demand match the student's strengths and area(s) of support?
b) Ensure relevance to instructional context: does the standard match the curricula and resources? If not, it may be necessary to develop curricula. Revising the essentialized standard is also an option.

Essentialized Standard:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Notes: 


Activity 4  http://www.eed.state.ak.us/akstandards/standards/akstandards_elaandmath_080812.pdf 

Standard Selected: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Essentialized Standard: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IEP Goal that is aligned to this standard:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Objectives that support evaluation of progress:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
2._______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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