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English Language Arts Item Types  
Specific item types students may see are listed below. 

Multiple-Choice Single-Select 
This type of question lists four choices and asks students to select the correct answer. It is worth 1 point.  
 

 

Multiple-Choice Multiple-Select 

This type of question lists five or more choices and has two or more correct answers. Students will be 
told how many choices to select. Students must select all of the correct choices and none of the 
incorrect ones for their answers to be scored as correct. It is worth 1 point. 
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Table 
This type of question asks students to sort information into groups. For each row, students select the column that 
correctly describes that row. It is worth 2 points, but students can earn partial credit of 1 point if they choose all 
but one of the correct answers. 

 

Drop-Down 
This type of question asks students to select answers from drop-down lists. If there is only one dropdown list, the 
question is worth 1 point. If there are two drop-down lists, the question is worth 2 points, but students can earn 
partial credit of 1 point if they select the correct choice from only one of the drop-down lists. 
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Select in Passage 
This type of question asks students to select answers from a short section of the passage or another text, such as a 
dictionary entry. In the given text, certain words, phrases, or sentences are underlined. The students’ job is to 
select the underlined choice or choices that provide the best answer. They will be told how many choices to select. 
This type of question is worth 1 point.   

 

Drag and Drop\Click and Pop 
This type of question asks students to move one or more choices into the correct box. If there is only one box to fill 
or if the number of choices equals the number of boxes to fill, the question is worth 1 point. If there are two or 
more boxes to fill and there are more choices than boxes, the question is worth 2 points. For the 2-point questions, 
students can earn partial credit of 1 point if they fill all but one box correctly.  
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Text Entry 
This type of question asks students to write a short written response—usually of just one word—in a box. It is usually 
used to test knowledge of spelling. It is worth 1 point. In the example that follows, part B is a text-entry question.  
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Multipart 
This type of question combines two other kinds of questions. Usually, the first part asks about a passage, and the 
second part asks for evidence to support the answer in the first part. In AK STAR, this type of question is worth 2 
points, but students can earn partial credit of 1 point if they answer the first part correctly and the second part 
incorrectly. Students earn no credit if they answer the first part incorrectly, even if they answer the second part 
correctly.  
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Constructed Response 
This type of question asks students to write a short response about a paragraph based on a passage or two 
passages. The response is worth 3 points.  
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Mathematics Item Types  
Specific item types students may see are listed below:  

Multiple-Choice Single-Select 
This type of question lists four choices and asks the student to select the correct answer. It is worth 1 point. 

 

Multiple-Choice Multiple-Select 
This type of question lists three or more choices and can have any number of correct answers. This type of 
question lists three or more choices and can have any number of correct answers. Sometimes students will be told 
how many choices to select, and sometimes they will not be told. Students must select all the correct choices and 
none of the incorrect choices for their answer to be scored as correct. It is worth 1 point. 
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Numeric Entry 
This type of question asks students to enter a number or numbers. Students can use the digits 0 through 9 in their 
answer. In grades 4 and up, students can use a decimal point, and in grades 6 and up, students can also use a 
negative sign. It is worth 1 point. 

 
Table 
This type of question asks students to select cells in a table. For each row, students select the column or columns 
that are correct. Some questions may restrict them to one selection for each row or column, and some may allow 
them to select more than one column per row. It is worth 1 point. 
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Drop-Down 
This type of question asks students to select answers from drop-down lists. It is worth 1 point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select Text 
This type of question asks students to select answers from list or group of text. In the given text, certain words, 
phrases, or sentences are underlined. The students’ job is to select the underlined choice or choices that provide 
the best answer. They will be told how many choices to select. This type of question is worth 1 point. 
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Drag and Drop\Click and Pop 
This type of question asks students to move one or more choices into the correct space or spaces. It is worth 1 
point. 

 
 
Constructed Response 
This type of question asks students to write a response that includes a combination of words and math expressions 
or equations. Although not required, students can use the equation editor buttons to add mathematical symbols to 
their answer. Words can be typed from their regular keyboard. This type of question is worth three points for 
grades 3–5 and four points for grades 6 and up; it is human scored.  
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Multipart 
This type of question has two or three parts. Each part has one question that can be any of the types described in 
this document. Each part is worth 1 point unless one of the parts is a constructed response. Multipart items 
containing a constructed response will have different point values based on grade level; three points for grades 3-5 
and four points for grades 6 and up. 
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