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	National School Lunch Program

Free and Reduced Price Policy Statement

For Pricing Programs 
	             Teaching and Learning Support
Child Nutrition Services

801 West 10th Street, Suite 200

P.O. Box 110500 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500

Fax (907) 465-8910


	District/ School Food Authority name: 

	

	Official(s) and the position of the School Food Authority (SFA) or school official, designated to make eligibility determinations:


	

	This policy statement is the assurance that
	

(SFA) 

	will determine student eligibility in accordance with the current Income Eligibility Guidelines; and the assurance that the school will abide by the regulations, hearing procedures and the nondiscrimination practices as required by 7CFR 245.


What are the specific procedures used to accept applications for benefits and the direct certification procedures? 
	


Write a brief description of the method(s) used to collect payments from children

paying the full price or reduced price for meals or milk which prevents the overt identification of the children receiving free or reduced price meals or free milk;

	


Include with this policy statement a copy of the following documents from the SFA:

· public release

· application form and letter to households

· notice to households of approval or denial of benefit

· notice to households of selection for verification

· notice to households of adverse action
· notice of eligibility under direct certification

	Signature of authorized representative 
	Date


*Policy Statement for SFAs operating the Special Milk Program (SMP)
A free policy statement must be approved by the State Agency (SA) or Food Nutrition Service Regional Office (FNSRO) for SFAs participating in the SMP with the free milk option. SFAs may submit one policy statement for both meals and milk when some of the schools in the district participate in the SMP and others participate in meal programs. Specific instructions on the development of the policy statement and policy approval process are provided to SFAs by the SA.

Amendments to Policy Statement

The SFA must amend its policy statement for any substantive changes to its free and reduced price policy and include a description of the change. In all cases, the SFA must have an approved policy statement on file at the SA that accurately describes its current free and reduced price policies. Amendments must be submitted for approval by the SA by October 15. The amendments must be approved by the SA prior to implementation. The amendments must reflect:

· changes made necessary by law/regulations
· changes made by the SFA, e.g., changes in collection procedures
· designation of new approving/hearing official(s) 

· changes in procedures for accepting applications
· revisions in the letter to households or application for free and reduced price meals/free milk
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