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Assurance Agreement for Schoolwide Plans

The school serves a student population in which at least 40% of the students are from low-income families. The school has completed the schoolwide planning process and has met the requirements of the Title I legislation relating to schoolwide planning, implementation, and evaluation criteria as outlined in section 1114 of the ESEA and 34 CFR §200.25 – 200.29. The district has worked in consultation with the school as the school developed the schoolwide plan and will continue to assist the school in implementing, evaluating, and revising the plan annually.


															
Printed Name of Superintendent				Printed Name of Principal


															
Signature of Superintendent			Date		Signature of Principal		Date



Requirements for a Title I school operating a Schoolwide Program are found in Section 1114 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and regulations 34 CFR §200.25 – 200.29. Information about Schoolwide programs and the US Department of Education Non-Regulatory Guidance to assist in designing Schoolwide Programs is available at the following link:  http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/TitleIA/ 

1. Schoolwide Program Planning Team

Schoolwide plans must be developed or revised with the involvement of the community to be served and the individuals who will carry out the plan. The planning team assumes responsibility for planning and implementing the schoolwide program in accordance with all applicable Title I rules and regulations. The school must also receive technical assistance in developing the plan. Technical assistance providers could include district or Department of Education & Early Development (EED) staff, or others from agencies such as institutions of higher education, educational service agencies, staff from other successful schoolwide program schools, or other local consortia.

A.	Describe the composition of the planning team. Provide a list of team members, who they represent, and their roles and/or responsibilities. (Each group should have at least one participant.)

	Schoolwide Program Planning Team

	Printed Name
	Representation
	Roles/Responsibilities

	Principal (required):
	
	

	
	
	

	Teachers (required):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Parents & Community (required):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Students (if secondary school program):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Technical Assistance providers (required):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Administrators (as needed):
	
	

	*Title Programs:
	
	

	*Even Start:
	
	

	*Carl Perkins:
	
	

	*Head Start:
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Pupil Services Personnel (as needed):
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


*Administrators of programs that are to be consolidated in the schoolwide plan.


B. Describe the process used to develop the plan, including information about meeting dates and agenda items/topics as well as future meeting dates.



















C.	Describe the process for communicating with all members of the school and community who were not part of the planning team about the planning process, data collection, plan development, and plan approval. Include specific information describing how parents were notified of the schoolwide planning process and involved in the plan development.









 2. Comprehensive Needs Assessment

A school operating a schoolwide program must conduct a comprehensive needs assessment of the entire school that includes all students attending the school (including all subgroups and taking into account the needs of migratory children) that is based on information which includes the achievement of children in relation to the state academic content & achievement standards, particularly in reading, writing and math. A brief description of the school attendance including any factors that affect student success should be included.

A. Provide a brief description of your school, your attendance area, and your community.















B. Describe how the comprehensive needs assessment was conducted in an inclusive manner so it reaches all members of the school community (including regular education, special education, talented and gifted, migrant, and students with limited English proficiency, etc. as well as low-achieving students), paying particular attention to the needs of educationally disadvantaged children.
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C. Summarize the areas of your current educational program that need improvement as identified in the comprehensive needs assessment. Identify priority of focus areas for achieving the outcomes of the proposed schoolwide program as being High, Medium, or Low. 

	Type of Data Analyzed 
	Area of Need
	Priority
	Describe needs determined from data in each area, as applicable (do not include solutions here)

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Reading/language arts instruction for all students
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Mathematics instruction for all students
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Science instruction for all students
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Other content area instruction for all students
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Support for students with disabilities
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Support for migrant students
	
	

	SBA data and other district assessment data
	Economically disadvantaged or low achieving students
	
	

	ELP Assessment
	Support for LEP students to attain proficiency in English
	
	

	Graduation & dropout rate
	Ensure students will graduate from high school
	
	

	Attendance Rate
	Ensure that students attend school
	
	

	Demographic data
	Support for other populations such as homeless or neglected & delinquent students
	
	

	Curriculum
	Core curriculum aligned vertically and with state standards
	
	

	Instruction
	Effective instructional strategies and tiered interventions
	
	

	Assessment
	Use of formative and progress monitoring assessments to improve instruction
	
	

	Supportive Learning Environment
	Safe, orderly learning environment 
	
	

	Parent involvement
	Parent & community involvement
	
	

	Professional Development (PD) needs assessment
	PD to support curriculum, instruction & assessment
	
	

	Professional Development (PD) needs assessment
	PD to support individual teacher skills
	
	

	Professional Development (PD) needs assessment
	PD or strategies for hiring qualified teachers 
	
	

	Leadership
	Recruiting, training & retaining qualified principals
	
	

	Other: 
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	



 
D. As a result of the comprehensive needs assessment and/or annual review and evaluation of the schoolwide plan, identify three or four goals to be addressed within the comprehensive schoolwide plan during the year for the high priority areas of need identified. Indicate the specific area of need (content, subgroups, etc.). Include current baseline data and a measurable goal/target for the year. In the Evaluation Measure column, indicate what data source will be used to determine whether the target has been met and/or the evaluation tools to be used.

	Area of Need
	Baseline Data
	Goal/Target
	Evaluation Measure

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	





3. Schoolwide Reform Strategies

The schoolwide reform strategies must provide opportunities for all children to meet the state’s proficient or advanced levels of student performance by using effective instructional strategies that are based on scientifically based research, strengthen the core academic program in the school, increase the amount and quality of learning time, help provide an enriched and accelerated curriculum and meet the educational needs of historically under-served populations. The strategies must also include intervention activities that will be in place that will ensure that students who experience difficulty mastering the proficient or advanced levels of academic achievement standards shall be provided with effective, timely assistance.

A. Explain the school’s implementation of schoolwide reform strategies that will provide opportunities for all children to meet the state’s proficient and advanced levels of student academic achievement. Describe strategies that particularly meet the needs of low-achieving children and those at risk of not meeting the state student academic achievement standards who are members of the target population of any program that is included in the schoolwide program.









B. Explain how the schoolwide reform strategies the school has chosen will use effective methods and instructional strategies that are based on scientifically based research that strengthen the core academic program in the school, increase the amount and quality of learning time, provide an enriched and accelerated curriculum and meet the educational needs of historically underserved populations. 







C. Explain how the schoolwide reform strategies are consistent with, and designed to implement, the state and local improvement plans.









D. Describe intervention activities that will be in place that will ensure that students who experience difficulty mastering the proficient or advanced levels of academic achievement standards shall be provided with effective, timely assistance. This must include measures to ensure that student’s difficulties are identified on a timely basis and that sufficient information on which to base effective assistance is provided as part of school wide programming. 







4. Instruction by Highly Qualified Teachers

A schoolwide program must ensure instruction by highly qualified teachers and qualified paraprofessionals. The ESEA requires that all teachers of core academic subjects and instructional paraprofessionals in a schoolwide program school meet the qualifications required by section 1119.

All paraprofessionals (regardless of funding source) employed in a Title I Schoolwide School who provide instructional services to students must meet the qualifications required under Title I law. See the Alaska Paraprofessional Qualifications form at the following link:  http://www.eed.state.ak.us/TeacherCertification/pdf/AlaskaParaprofessionalChecklist.pdf. The list of paraprofessionals, their duties, and their qualifications must be reported on the Paraprofessional and Classified Staff Accounting Data Collection each fall.

Report all teachers employed at the school, their teaching position at the school, the course(s) that they teach, and their “highly qualified status” on the Certified Staff Accounting Data Collection each fall. Any teachers reported as not being highly qualified in their content area must have an individual HQT plan submitted to the department on the timeline requested.

A. Explain/outline how paraprofessionals employed at the school (regardless of funding source), will be used to increase the opportunities for all students to meet the state’s academic achievement standards and will be performing duties are allowable under Title I law (one to one tutoring at a time when the student would not otherwise receive instruction from a teacher, assist in classroom management, provide computer lab assistance, conduct parental involvement activities, serve as a translator, or provide support in a library or media center). A paraprofessional providing instructional service to a student must be under the direct supervision of a teacher.




B. Describe how you will ensure a highly qualified professional staff is employed at your school and how qualified staff will be employed in a manner that best enhances your schoolwide reform plan.



C. Describe the strategies the school will use to recruit and retain highly qualified teachers.





5. Professional Development

Schoolwide programs are required to provide high quality and ongoing professional development for teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and, if appropriate, pupil services personnel, parents, and other staff to enable all students in the school to meet the state’s academic standards; and to include teachers in professional development activities regarding the use of academic assessments to enable them to provide information on, and to improve, the achievement of individual students and the overall instructional program. This section should include all professional development for the school regardless of the funding source. The needs assessment for professional development and hiring needs of the district that is required by section 2122(c) of Title II-A should address the professional development needs of this schoolwide school.

A. Describe the high quality and ongoing professional development that will be implemented for teachers, principals, and paraprofessionals and, if appropriate, pupil services personnel, parents, and other staff to enable all children in the school to meet the state’s student academic achievement standards. 









B. Describe the professional development activities to be provided to teachers regarding the use of academic assessments to enable them to provide information on, and to improve, the achievement of individual students and the overall instructional program. 
 










6. Parent Involvement

Research continues to demonstrate that successful schools have significant and sustained levels of parental involvement. Therefore, it is important that schoolwide plans contain strategies to involve parents, especially in helping their children do well in school. In addition, parents must be involved in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of the schoolwide program. Title I schoolwide schools must have parent involvement policies and plans as required under section 1118 for all Title I schools. In addition, the plan must describe how the school will provide individual student assessment results, including the interpretation those results, to the parents of a child who participates in the assessment.


A. Describe how parents will be involved in the design, implementation, and annual evaluation of the schoolwide program. Note that if the evaluation results or individual comments show that the schoolwide plan is not satisfactory to parents, the school is required to submit these comments to the district.










B. Attach a copy of the school Title I Parent Involvement Policy and/or Plan that addresses the following items:
1. Describe how parents will receive timely information about the Title I program, how they will be informed of the curriculum, assessments and proficiency levels students are expected to meet and how they will be encouraged to participate in decision making opportunities about their child’s education. 

2. List specific training activities and decision-making opportunities for parents. (Include meeting dates for the planning, implementation and evaluation of the Parent Involvement Policy, compacts and school plans.)

3. Describe strategies that will be used to increase parent involvement including, if appropriate, family literacy services, that help parents to work with their children to improve their children’s achievement.

4. Describe how the school will provide individual student academic assessment results, including an interpretation of those results, to the parents of students who have taken the Standards Based Assessments (SBAs).






7.  Transition and Coordination

Schoolwide programs are expected to use the flexibility available to them to integrate services and programs with the aim of upgrading the entire educational program and helping all students reach proficient and advanced levels of achievement. This should include a coherent and seamless transition for preschool students into the school program in an elementary or K-12 school and coordination with other federal, state, and local programs.

A. Describe strategies to assist preschool children in the transition from early childhood programs, such as Head Start, Even Start, Early Reading First, or a district-run preschool program, to the local elementary school. 















B. Describe the coordination and integration of federal, state, and local services and programs, including programs supported under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, violence prevention programs, nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start, adult education, vocational and technical education, and job training.


 
8. Annual Evaluation/Review Process

The school must evaluate annually the implementation of, and results achieved by, the schoolwide program, using data from the state’s annual Standards Based Assessments and other indicators of academic achievement; determine whether the schoolwide program has been effective in increasing the achievement of students in meeting the state’s academic standards, particularly for those students who had been furthest from achieving the standards; and revise the plan, as necessary, based on the results of the evaluation, to ensure continuous improvement of the students in the schoolwide program.

A. Describe how the school will evaluate whether the elements of the schoolwide plan have been implemented as planned.







B. Describe how the school will measure and report student progress on the Standards Based Assessments and other indicators of student achievement at the end of the school year, for all students and for subgroups of students.





C. Describe how the school will evaluate the results of the schoolwide plan in increasing student achievement in meeting the state’s academic standards, particularly for those students who had been furthest from achieving the standards, and meeting the goals and objectives in the plan.








D. Describe how you will use the results of your annual evaluation of the effectiveness of the schoolwide plan to make revisions to the plan to ensure continuous improvement of students in the schoolwide program. 



9. Fiscal Requirements

Schoolwide plans must describes how Title I, Part A funds and funds from other sources will be used to carry out the components of the schoolwide plan, and must include a list and the amount of state, local, and other federal program funds that will be consolidated* to support the schoolwide program. These funds may be used to support any activity of the schoolwide plan without regard to which program contributed the specific funds for a particular activity. The schoolwide plan must be comprehensive and include all a description of all elements that will be supported through Title IA and any other federal funds. Keep in mind that an LEA must ensure that a Title I school operating a schoolwide program must receive all the state and local funds it would otherwise received to operate its educational program in the absence of Title I, Part A or other federal education funds (i.e., meet the supplement, not supplant requirement).
[Sections 1114 (a)(1) & 1114 (b)(2)(A)(ii), 34 CFR §200.27 and 200.29]

A.	Indicate which, if any, of the state, local or federal program resources are used to support the schoolwide plan. (Include only funds that are used to implement components of the schoolwide plan in the school. See 34 CFR, Section 220.29 for regulations relating to consolidation of funds from federal programs.)

	Check if used
	
Dollar Amount
	Program funds used to implement components of the schoolwide plan (check all that apply)

	
	
	Title I, Part A:  Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Education Agencies

	
	
	Title I, Part C:  Education of Migrant Children**

	
	
	Title II, Part A:  Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting Fund

	
	
	Title II, Part D:  Enhancing Education Through Technology

	
	
	Title III, Part A:  English Language Acquisition, Enhancement, & Academic Achievement

	
	
	Title IV, Part A:  Safe & Drug-Free Schools and Communities

	
	
	Title VII, Part A:  Indian Education**

	
	
	IDEA Part B**

	
	
	Carl Perkins

	
	
	State Funds

	
	
	Local Funds

	
	
	Other:

	
	
	Other:

	
	
	Other:

	
	
	Other:



*Note: According to footnote 2 on page 51 under question E-3 of the US Department of Education Non-Regulatory Guidance, Title I Fiscal Issues: Revised February 2008 that includes Consolidating Funds in Schoolwide Programs, “an LEA does not literally need to combine funds in a single account or pool with its own accounting code. Rather, the word ‘pool’ is used conceptually to convey that a schoolwide program school has the use of all consolidated funds available to it for the dedicated function of operating a schoolwide program without regard to the identity of those funds.”

**The use of Migrant Education, Indian Education, and IDEA funds have additional restrictions as specified in 34 CFR 200.29(c). Excerpts from Questions E-9 and E-10 from the guidance above are reprinted on the next page for reference. 

E-9.	Which Federal education program funds may be consolidated in a schoolwide program?

	Except as noted below, the Secretary has authorized a schoolwide program school to consolidate funds from any Federal education program administered by the Secretary whose funds can be used to carry out activities that support students enrolled in a public elementary or secondary school. (See 69 FR 40360-64 (July 2, 2004), Notice of authorization and exemption of schoolwide programs.  The notice is available on ED’s website at http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2004-3/070204a.html.)  This authority also extends to services, materials, and equipment purchased with those funds and provided to a schoolwide program school. 

Within the general schoolwide consolidation authority, a schoolwide program school may consolidate funds received under the following programs only as outlined below:

· Migrant Education.  Consistent with section 1306(b)(4) of Title I and 34 CFR 200.29(c)(1), before a school operating as a schoolwide program consolidates funds received under Part C of Title I, of the ESEA for the education of migratory children, the school, in consultation with parents of migratory children or organizations representing those parents, or both, must first meet the unique educational needs of migratory children that result from the effects of their migratory lifestyle and those other needs that are necessary to permit those students to participate effectively in school, and must document that these needs have been met.

· Indian Education. Consistent with section 7115(c) of the ESEA and 34 CFR 200.29(c)(2), a school operating as a schoolwide program may consolidate Indian education funds received under Subpart 1 of Part A of Title VII of the ESEA only if the parent committee established by the LEA to help develop the Indian education program under section 7114(c)(4) of the ESEA approves the inclusion of those funds.  

· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  See response to E-10.	

E-10. 	May a schoolwide program school consolidate funds it receives under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)?

		Yes.  Consistent with section 613(a)(2)(D) of the IDEA and 34 CFR 200.29(c)(3), a school that operates as a schoolwide program may consolidate funds received under Part B of the IDEA.  However, the amount of funds consolidated may not exceed the amount received by the LEA under Part B of the IDEA for that fiscal year, divided by the number of children with disabilities in the jurisdiction of the LEA, and multiplied by the number of children with disabilities participating in the schoolwide program.  A school may also consolidate funds it receives for students with disabilities under section 8003(d) of the ESEA.  A school that consolidates funds under Part B of the IDEA or section 8003(d) of the ESEA may use those funds in its schoolwide program for any activities under its schoolwide program plan but must comply with all other requirements of Part B of the IDEA to the same extent as it would if it did not consolidate funds under Part B of the IDEA or section 8003(d) of the ESEA in the schoolwide program.

