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** We are recording this webinar to share with other districts in AK
***Materials and slides for this webinar are available here:

Facilitator Guide - https://bit.ly/EBIWebinar1LP 

Slide Deck - https://bit.ly/EBIWebinar1 

https://bit.ly/EBIWebinar1LP
https://bit.ly/EBIWebinar1
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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

Evidence Based Intervention 
Resource Sites
Pie, anyone?
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An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

* This Webinar is Being Recorded *

Where to Find 
and How to Navigate 

Evidenced-Based Interventions 
Alaska Department of Education and Early Development

Ryia Waldern, Science / Math Content Specialist

Curtis Jensen, ELA / Social Studies Content Specialist

February 2025
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Content 
Specialists:

Meet Our Team
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Content 
Specialists:

Purpose

● Support DEED staff, districts, and teachers through 
webinars, professional development and resources in math, 
science, social studies, and ELA content areas

● Support school districts in reviewing, unpacking, and 
implementing Alaska state standards

● Support teachers in using content-specific literacy strategies 
based on Science of Reading

● Share evaluative tools for curriculum review/renewal cycles 
and instructional materials choice

● Support statewide assessment and content alignment
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Norms & Expectations

We are committed to having a 
productive and respectful 
meeting. 

Please:

Be present and focused on the 
important work and time we 
share together 

- Please leave your camera on
- Plan on participating
- Use considerate & respectful 

speech in breakout rooms, 
discussions, chat, etc.

- Share air time
- Be open to perspectives and 

positions which aren’t your own
- Reflective, quiet moments are 

valuable!
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Finding and Navigating Evidence-Based 
Interventions (EBI’s)

Frame: We will:
- Define some key EBI terms
- Explore ESSA Tiers of Evidence (handout & video)
- Explore EBI resource sites: IES: What Works Clearinghouse, IES: Regional 
Education Labs, Visible Learning, Ed Reports, Evidence for ESSA
- Use some high-leverage literacy best practices as we go 

Close (written; digital Parking Lot): I will:
- Summarize where to find / how to navigate EBI’s
- Describe pitfalls to watch out for when looking for evidence-based interventions
- Name your school plan’s priority content / instructional areas
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Chat Waterfall:
- Write your response in 

the chat
- Don’t press enter till the 

instructor says so
- Everyone submits their 

response at once

Warm up:

Prompt:
List: 
- Your Name
- Your School / district
- Priority content or 

instructional areas for 
your school plan
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Key Vocabulary
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): A federal law that aims to improve the 
quality of education for all students. ESSA was signed by President Obama in 2015, 
replacing the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). ESSA is not ESEA.

Evidence-based intervention (EBI): a practice, procedure, program, or policy that 
has been shown to be effective and improve outcomes. The effects of an EBI are 
clearly linked to the activities themselves, not to outside events. EBI’s are not to be 
confused with Tier 1-3 / MTSS interventions (though they are related).

Evidence-based interventions (EBI) vs Research based intervention:
An EBI has been rigorously tested through research and proven to be effective. A 
"research-based intervention" is based on existing research theories and concepts, 
but may not have undergone the same level of rigorous testing to confirm its 
effectiveness in a controlled setting. 
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ESSA Tiers of Evidence: 2 Column Notes

-Get out a sheet of scratch paper or 
a Google Doc and set it up like the 
example to the right

-On the left write ‘topics’, on the 
right write ‘supporting details’

-Use 2 column notes to: 

-collect ideas from the next 
slides
-analyze a handout
-analyze a video

Plan on having 3-5 items in your notes 
to share out
*Here’s a good blog post on 2 Column Notes from Keys 
to Literacy

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/explicit-instruction-of-note-taking-skills/
https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/explicit-instruction-of-note-taking-skills/
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Exploring ESSA Context, Criteria, Complexities
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Video: 2 Column Notes

-Watch this: Understanding 
the ESSA Tiers of Evidence 
(REL Midwest)

-Use your 2 Column 
notecatcher to take notes 
on the handout

-Be prepared to share your 
notes with a partner / the 
group

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VRxZlUyn1k
https://www.youtubeeducation.com/watch?v=1VRxZlUyn1k
https://www.youtubeeducation.com/watch?v=1VRxZlUyn1k
https://www.youtubeeducation.com/watch?v=1VRxZlUyn1k
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Handout: 2 Column Notes

- Read ESSA Tiers of Evidence: What 
You Need to Know

- Use your 2 Column notecatcher to 
take notes on the handout

- Be prepared to share your notes 
with a partner / the whole group

- Make sure to look at both pages!

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/pdf/blogs/RELMW-ESSA-Tiers-Video-Handout-508.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/pdf/blogs/RELMW-ESSA-Tiers-Video-Handout-508.pdf
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Synthesize: ESSA Tiers of Evidence 
Partner Discussion

Breakout rooms, in 2’s or 3’s

Share: your 2 column notes: topics 
and supporting details

Listen: to your partners topics and 
supporting details

It’s ok to “steal” good ideas from 
your partner

Did you have any 
notes that were the 
same?

Did you have any 
notes that were 
radically different?

Be prepared to share 
out with the whole 
group

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YjNYiUzxug
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EBI Resource Sites: 2 Column Notes Continued

Continue your 2 Column Notes as we 

define, describe, and explore these 

resource sites

IES - What Works Clearinghouse

IES - Regional Education Labs

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/
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Resource Site: 
IES What Works Clearinghouse  

IES: What Works Clearinghouse 
is a federal resource which 
provides evidence-based 
information about education 
programs, policies, and practices. 
WWC is managed by the Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES) at the U.S. 
Department of Education. Here you 
can find practice guides, videos, 
and primary research. 

Video: Using the WWC to Identify 
ESSA Evidence Ratings (4:33 min)

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hu4XnpyiKxw
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IES: What Works Clearinghouse 

Practice Guides

Video Resources for specific practice 
guides 

Helping teachers with Practice Guides 
PDF

Interventions Search Page

Individual Studies Search Page 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Resources/ResourcesForEducators
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Resources/ResourcesForEducators
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/How_can_the_WWC_Practice_Guides_Help_Teachers_508.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/How_can_the_WWC_Practice_Guides_Help_Teachers_508.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Search/Products?productType=2
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Search/Products?productType=3&includeIneligible=1
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WATCH OUT FOR BAD PIE 

Example: 

• Intervention Reports on WWC (½ way down page) 

Some resource sites give high ratings to problematic literacy interventions like:

Leveled Literacy (LLI)

Units of Study

Bloated basal readers like Journeys

These interventions are NOT aligned with science of reading and should not be used in AK 
classrooms
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3 Parts to 
WWC:

- Intervention Reports
- Reviews of Individual 

Studies
- Practice Guides

Notes on IES: What Works 
Clearinghouse

WWC prioritizes large studies 
(350+ students). Some studies 
that are more relevant to your 
school  may not have had 350 
students, so WWC won’t rate as 
a Level 1

No criteria for ‘Usability’ or 
‘Ease of Implementation’. It is 
not a curriculum 

Can be problematic when 
considering programs based on 
past research, like LLI’s 

Practice guides are best to 
support the gaps but some are 
based on older data. REL’s (up 
next) can help! 

Study size 
vs. match

Strategies 
and skills 

Rating scale

Bridging the 
gap between 
research and 
teacher 
practice
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Chat Waterfall:
- Write your 

response in the 
chat

- Don’t press enter 
till the instructor 
says so

- Everyone submits 
their response at 
once

Prompt:
Form: Summary, 1-2 
sentences
- Benefits and pitfalls to 

using IES What Works 
Clearinghouse
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IES: Regional Educational Laboratory  

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/
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Resource Site:
IES: REL 

IES: REL - The Regional Education Laboratory Program is a federal resource that 
provides a connection between research and practice. REL is managed by the Institute 
of Education Sciences (IES) at the U.S. Department of Education. 

REL’s work with districts and states to help generate and apply evidence, with the goal 
of improving learner outcomes centered on specific initiatives. 

REL products are designed to be actionable. 

REL’s also develop toolkits that support the scaling up of best practices identified 
through the What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guides. 
*Taken from REL’s site content

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
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Notes on IES: REL’s 

Bridging the gap between 
research and teacher practice

AK is in REL NorthWest, but It 
is worth looking around at 
different REL’s

- For example: REL 
Midwest has some 
excellent resources for 
literacy instruction

Some REL’s have a LOT of 
products, and searching can 
take some time

REL’s are building the Teacher 
training and toolkits for WWC 
Practice Guides, ex: fractions 
kit (2025)

REL tool kits 

How they 
are 
organized:

Time 
Consuming

Coming 
soon:
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Chat Waterfall:
- Write your 

response in the 
chat

- Don’t press enter 
till the instructor 
says so

- Everyone submits 
their response at 
once

Prompt:
Form: 2-3 Sentences
- Compare and contrast 
IES - REL’s vs. IES What 
Works Clearinghouse
- Explain: Which resource 
would be most useful for 
your site?
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Tool: APPLICABILITY OF EVIDENCE-BASED 
INTERVENTIONS

REL Resource (REL West)

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/infographics/pdf/REL_WE_Applicability_of_Evidence_Based_Interventions.pdf
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Close (Written, Virtual Parking Lot)

Frame: We will:
- Define some key EBI terms
- Explore ESSA Tiers of Evidence (handout & video)
- Explore EBI resource sites: IES: What Works Clearinghouse, IES: Regional Education 
Labs
- Use some high-leverage literacy best practices as we go 

Close (written; digital Parking Lot): I will:
- Summarize where to find / how to navigate EBI’s
- Describe pitfalls to watch out for when looking for evidence-based interventions
- Name your school plan’s priority content / instructional areas
We will share our summaries and note any questions / needs we still have 
(plus maybe include our contact info) on the ‘Virtual Parking Lot’ HERE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fxgeDPJTlDuPJCt615XRKovHNGC5IIIG1ic1EVNKafI/edit?tab=t.0
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Next Webinar on 
Feb 18th! 
We will continue to explore 
other resources.

Sign up for the next webinar at 
the DEED SRS Webinar page or 
by using this Meeting Registration - 
Zoom

https://education.alaska.gov/SchoolRecognition/Webinars
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpfuqqrjkvH9csBt5bEd55G3ciFBWI2jYg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpfuqqrjkvH9csBt5bEd55G3ciFBWI2jYg#/registration
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Contact Information 

Ryia Waldern, Math / Science Content Specialist - AK DEED
ryia.waldern@alaska.gov
(907) 465-2824

Curtis Jensen, ELA / Social Studies - AK DEED
curtis.jensen@alaska.gov
(907) 465-2830


