Graduation Rates in Alaska
The Graduation Rate methodology changed beginning with the 2010-2011 school year. Based on a recent federal mandate, all fifty states must report a graduation rate using the Four Year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate method.
Under this new methodology a Cohort Year is assigned each first time ninth grade student with the expectation that the student will graduate within four years.  For instance, a student who entered ninth grade in 2009-2010 school year, would be considered part of the 2013 Cohort.  A student may be added to the cohort via a transfer into the public school system or removed from the cohort upon death or upon transfer to an education program with a secondary school diploma track.  A Cohort is comprised of all students active within a specific Cohort Year.
A Graduate is defined as a student who has received a regular diploma from a state -or district- approved education program, as evidenced by receipt of a secondary school diploma from school authorities.  Any student who receives a diploma under a waiver from the competency examination required under AS 14.03075(a), as specified by the state board, is considered to be a graduate.  This does not include a student who receives a certificate of completion, or a GED certificate. 
The Cohort Graduation Rate is reported as a fraction.  The numerator is the sum of the number of graduates within the Cohort who receive a regular diploma before June 30.  The denominator is the sum of all students assigned to the Cohort.  EED reports both a Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rate and a Five-Year Cohort Graduation Rate.  
The statewide Graduation Count has increased significantly over the last several years.

School Year
Graduation Rate*
Graduate Count 

2004

62.9%


7,290

2005

61.4%


6,905

2006

61.6%


7,361

2007

63.0%


7,666

2008

62.6%


7,855
2009

67.5%


8,008
2010

67.4%


8,245

======================================

2011

68.0%


8,063**

2012

69.6%


7,989

*Note: Prior to the 2011 school year graduation calculation utilized .the methodology below:

The Graduation Rate is reported as a fraction. The numerator is the sum of the

number of graduates receiving a regular diploma before June 30. The denominator is the sum of the number of graduates, plus the number of dropouts in grade nine three school years prior, plus the number of unduplicated dropouts in grade ten two school years prior, plus the number of unduplicated dropouts in grade eleven in the prior school year, plus the number of unduplicated dropouts in grade 12 during the current year, plus the number of grade 12 continuing students.

**Graduate Count represents any student who graduated with a regular diploma during the school year.

