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What is the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)?

The CACFP is a federally funded nutrition assistance program that provides healthy meals and snacks
to 2.5 million young children each day in day care settings. The program also serves 58,000 adults who
receive care in nonresidential adult day care centers.

How do family day care homes participate?

A family or group day care home must sign an agreement with a sponsoring organization to participate
in CACFP. Day care homes must be licensed or approved to provide day care services.

What are the requirements?

Prepare and serve meals that meet the USDA meal pattern requirements.
Record accurately the number of children served daily.

Participate in required training.

Permit home review to ensure operation of the food program is successful.
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How can the CACFP help family day care home providers?

e Help pay for meals served to children in care
e Assist providers in planning meals that meet USDA standards for nutrition
e Let parents know that children in care have nutritious meals waiting for them

How are family day care home providers reimbursed?

e Rates are determined by income or participation in state or federally funded programs such as
food stamps, TANF, or child care assistance. Federal reimbursement rates are adjusted annually in
July.

e A family day care home provider is eligible to receive reimbursement for up to two meals and one
snack or two snacks and one meal daily per eligible child in care.

e A family day care home provider may also be eligible to claim meals provided to her own children if
income eligible.



https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/reimbursement-rates
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/reimbursement-rates
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NUTRITION PROGRAMS

In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies,
offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the state or local agency that administers
the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY).
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2. fax:
(202) 690-7442; or
3. email:

Program.Intake@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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