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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP45-2015 - CEP Guidance and Updated Q&As This USDA Policy memo was released in the October Bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides updated guidance on the benefits of CEP, and helps answer some of the most common questions around CEP operations.
Additional Topics
· Direct Certification/Foster list – This is just a reminder that all Direct Certification/Foster lists are being uploaded into PrimeroEdge and should be exported or processed within 10 days of receiving notice of its import. If you have any questions on how to export or locate your list please contact Debbie Soto at 907-465-3316 or Debbie.soto@alaska.gov. 
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Did your program participate in Local Lunch Day on October 23rd in celebration of Food Day, by serving a food item that was grown or harvested in Alaska? If yes, you could receive a special prize. 

Go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GSQHZQK and complete the survey by November 30th to register your program.  

The first 40 to complete the survey will receive a free thermometer or apron.  

The Grand Prize, an Educational Resource Package full of stickers, Plush produce characters, and dry eraser posters to use in your Food Program will be drawn from all who complete the survey. 

For more information please contact:

Sue Lampert

USDA Foods Program Coordinator

State of Alaska

907-465-8710

susan.lampert@alaska.gov
· Smart Snack Waiver- The Alaska Department of Education & Early Development has set a maximum number of fundraising days per year per school site, which allows school districts the flexibility to determine the number and duration of fundraising events to serve food items exempt from meeting the nutrition standards for competitive foods.  The maximum number of exempt fundraising for elementary and middle schools is 10 days and for high schools it is 25 days. To review the eligibility criteria and download the waiver form please go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Professional Standards Flyer- USDA has established minimum professional standards requirements for school nutrition professionals who manage and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. To access and download the Professional Standards Flyer you can go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Primero Edge Calls - We are starting our Bi-weekly calls for districts on PrimeroEdge, our next call will be this Wednesday Nov. 25th, 2015.
· We plan to hold these calls bi-weekly (unless otherwise notified)
· Wednesday at 1:30 pm
If you are interested in participating in these calls please contact Debbie Soto or me (Elizabeth Seitz) and let us know what day and time works best for you.

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook The purchasing of locally grown or harvested foods has risen substantially in the last few years.  In increasing the use of local foods, there was a corresponding need for recipes using Alaska grown and harvested products that are less common in the Lower 48 such as moose and reindeer.  Through a grant from USDA Team Nutrition,  the Department of Education & Early Devolvement in collaboration with the UAF Cooperative Extension Service and the Farm to School Program created the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook.  

The cookbook contains a collection of “from scratch recipes” highlighting local foods and have been tested to be “kid-friendly”.   The recipes have been standardized for 25 or 75 servings and meet the meal portion requirements for both NSLP and CACFP, please note that portion sizes may need to be reduced for younger children. 

We will have hard copies of the cookbook available for handout during program training and various conferences. If you would like a hard copy of the cookbook sent to you please contact Jan Mays at jan.mays@alaska.gov or call at 907-465-8712.
The cookbook can also be seen on the CNP webpage and all of the recipes can be found in the PrimeroEdge Menu Planning, under Recipes, then Tags: AK Foods Cookbook, please use the links below:

Menu Resources 

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local.pdf
Traditional food and Donated Fish and Game

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/TFDFG.html
· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
Grant Opportunities
	· USDA Seeks Applications for $16.8 Million in Grants to Empower SNAP Participants to Make Healthy Eating Choices

	 

	WASHINGTON, Oct. 6, 2015 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the availability of up to $16.8 million in funding to help participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) increase their purchases of fruits and vegetables. The funding is available to local, state and national organizations to test incentive strategies to help SNAP participants better afford healthy foods. This is the second round of awards to be made under the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) program created by the 2014 Farm Bill. USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) will administer the grants.
"Eating healthy foods makes a difference to an entire family's health and ability to learn, work and enjoy life," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. "These investments are moving the dial for families in need and expanding the market for America's fruit and vegetable producers. The FINI program scales up public-private collaboration to develop innovative strategies that make healthy fruits and vegetables more accessible to families around the country, part of our strategy to improve the diet and health of all Americans."
FINI connects stakeholders from distinct parts of the food system and fosters partnerships to improve the nutrition and health status of lower-income households. These resources will allow partnerships like these to help even more families.
Funded projects will test community based strategies that contribute to our understanding of how best to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants through incentives at the point of purchase, supported by efficient benefit redemption technologies, that inform future efforts.

Applications are due December 16, 2015. NIFA will host a webinar for applicants on October 14, 2015 at 2:00 p.m., EDT at http://nifa-connect.nifa.usda.gov/finip/.
Applications are sought in three categories: (1) FINI pilot projects (awards not to exceed $100,000 in one year); (2) multi-year, community-based FINI projects (awards not to exceed $500,000 over no more than four years); and (3) multi-year, FINI large-scale projects (awards of $500,000 or more over no more than four years).

Priority is given to projects that:

· Maximize the share of funds used for direct incentives to participants

· Provide incentives that are most likely to directly and efficiently increase the purchase and consumption of eligible fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants

· Test innovative or promising strategies that would contribute to our understanding of how best to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants and inform future efforts

· Improve or develop innovative benefit redemption systems that can be replicated or scaled

· Use direct-to-consumer marketing

· Demonstrate a track record of designing and implementing successful nutrition incentive programs that connect low-income consumers and agricultural producers

· Provide locally- or regionally-produced fruits and vegetables, especially culturally-appropriate fruits and vegetables for a target group of consumers

· Are located in underserved communities, particularly Promise Zones and StrikeForce communities
FINI is a joint effort between NIFA and USDA's Food and Nutrition Service, which oversees SNAP and has responsibility for evaluating the impacts of the incentive projects.
Funding for the FINI program is authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. The Farm Bill builds on historic economic gains in rural America over the past five years, while achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for taxpayers. Since enactment, USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this critical legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding critical research; establishing innovative public-private conservation partnerships; developing new markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and community facilities to help improve quality of life in rural America. For more information, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill.
SNAP—the nation's first line of defense against hunger—helps put food on the table for millions of families experiencing hardship. The program has never been more critical to the fight against hunger. Nearly half of SNAP participants are children, and 42 percent of participants live in households in which at least one adult is working but still cannot afford to put food on the table. SNAP benefits provided critical assistance to millions who lost their jobs during the Great Recession. For many, SNAP benefits provide temporary assistance, with the average new applicant remaining on the program 12 months.

     NIFA invests in and advances agricultural research, education, and extension and seeks to make transformative discoveries that solve societal challenges. To learn more about NIFA's impact on agricultural science, visit nifa.usda.gov/impacts or follow us on Twitter @usda_nifa, #NIFAImpacts.


	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	October 31st               Enrolled Eligible Student counts for Verification (Free & Reduced)

Nov. 15th                     Verification of Household Applications completed

Nov. 30th                     Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Report (based on October claim)



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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