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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP22-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: Planning and Implementation Guidance

a. CEP Planning and Implementation Guidance 

2. SP20-2016 - Nonprofit School Food Service Account Nonprogram Food Revenue Requirements

3. SP19-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Updated Q&As

4. SP16-2016 - Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs

Additional Topics                   
· SFSP 2016 Annual Training
· School Breakfast Program Week

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook
· The Alaska Obesity Prevention - Alaska School Salad Book

· New!  Guide to Professional Standards for School Nutrition Programs
· Professional Standards Training Tracking Tool
Grant Opportunities 
None at this time
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP22-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision (CEP): Planning and Implementation Guidance The attached manual consolidates existing CEP guidance and best practices. By issuing this manual, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) hopes to streamline CEP implementation and encourage CEP adoption among the schools and districts that stand to benefit most from the provision.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo along with the CEP: Planning and Implementation Guidance is a great resources to review and see what CEP is all about, from how to see if this provision is good for your district to how to report on the different reporting requirements. 
2. SP20-2016 - Nonprofit School Food Service Account Nonprogram Food Revenue Requirements Nonprogram foods include any non-reimbursable foods and beverages purchased using funds from the nonprofit school food service account. This encompasses all foods sold in school as well as adult meals, foods sold outside of school hours or any foods for catering or vending activities. For the majority of SFA’s a la carte foods offered during meal service account for the largest share of nonprogram foods.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy provides guidance assessing compliance options with Nonprogram Revenue Requirements, and provides the formula to utilize.
3. SP19-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision (CEP): Guidance and Updated Q&As This USDA Policy memo was released in the January bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy will provide Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) with some additional answers to those questions about CEP.
4.   SP16-2016 - Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs This USDA Policy memo was released in the January bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy is a great reminder of what information may be shared to whom without consent by a parent and what information must have consent. You may also find a handy release of information guide in the 2015 Eligibility Manual for School Meals on page 97.
Additional Topics
· SFSP 2016 Annual Training

SFSP training is required every year in order to be an eligible sponsor and receive reimbursement for participation in summer 2016. New and returning sponsors and administrators must attend one of the following trainings and interested programs not currently participating are also welcome to attend.
· In person training will be held at the Anchorage Courtyard Marriott at 4901 Spenard Road on Thursday, March 24, 2016. This is an all-day training for new and returning sponsors. There is a block of rooms reserved for attendees and you can make reservations here if you need lodging: Book your group rate for SFSP Training 
· Distance training for school sponsors will be held on Thursday, April 7, 2016.
· Distance training for all other sponsors unable to travel to Anchorage will be held Thursday, April 14th. 
Distance delivery participants will receive materials prior to the training date, so please register in advance. Submit your training registration to cyde.coil@alaska.gov by March 14, 2016. For more information about SFSP, please contact Alicia Stephens at alicia.stephens@alaska.gov or 907-465-4788.
· School Breakfast Program Week – March 7-11 is School Breakfast week! We are wanting to know what our districts are planning for this upcoming event. Please send myself or Debbie an email telling us what you have planned. Please send us what you’re planning by February 19, 2016. You can email me at Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov or Debbie Soto at Debbie.soto@alaska.gov.
Resources
· Make It Local: Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook The purchasing of locally grown or harvested foods has risen substantially in the last few years.  In increasing the use of local foods, there was a corresponding need for recipes using Alaska grown and harvested products that are less common in the Lower 48 such as moose and reindeer.  Through a grant from USDA Team Nutrition,  the Department of Education & Early Devolvement in collaboration with the UAF Cooperative Extension Service and the Farm to School Program created the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook.  

The cookbook contains a collection of “from scratch recipes” highlighting local foods and have been tested to be “kid-friendly”. The recipes have been standardized for 25 or 75 servings and meet the meal portion requirements for both NSLP and CACFP. Please note that portion sizes may need to be reduced for younger children. 

We have hard copies of the cookbook available for handout during program training and various conferences. We have sent each district one cookbook to utilize, however if you would like more please contact Jan Mays at jan.mays@alaska.gov or call at 907-465-8712.
The cookbook can also be seen on the CNP webpage and all of the recipes can be found in the PrimeroEdge Menu Planning, under Recipes, then Tags: AK Foods Cookbook, please use the links below:

Menu Resources 

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local.pdf
Traditional food and Donated Fish and Game

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/TFDFG.html
· The Alaska Obesity Prevention and Control Program and UAF Cooperative Extension Service has developed a new cookbook for school nutrition programs. School Salad Book -The Alaska School Salad Book is now available online at: http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Chronic/Pages/Obesity/nutrition/schoolnutrition.aspx. 
· New!  Guide to Professional Standards for School Nutrition Programs Includes: 

· Information for State agencies, school food authorities, and school nutrition professionals about the Final Rule on Professional Standards for School Nutrition Programs Personnel
· Tips on where to find training

· Examples of how to meet the training standards

· Easy-to-read tables 

· Reproducible handouts 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs
USDA has just released the Guide to Professional Standards for School Nutrition Programs.  Effective July 1, 2015, the Professional Standards rules apply to hiring & continuing education requirements for all school nutrition employees.  As a reminder, school districts or Residential Child Care Institutions who do not have an assigned School Food Service Director, must still assign the director Professional Standards requirements to the staff person with primary oversight of the school nutrition program.

· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
Grant Opportunities
None at this time.
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Feb. 1st                       Verification Collection Report due to SA

Feb. 15th                     On-Site Self-Monitoring Counting and Claiming Review Summary



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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