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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP32-2016 - Additional Yield Information for School Meals

· Attachment – Food Buying Guide pages with updated yield information
2. SP30-2016 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2016-2017

3. SP28-2016 - Food and Drug Administration Requirements for Vending Machines

4. SP26-2016 - CEP Annual Notification and Publication Requirements
Additional Topics                   
· New USDA Proposed regulations

· FRAC School Breakfast Scorecard SY 2014-2015

· SFSP 2016 Annual Training
· Justice for All posters

Resources
· UAF Guide for Schools Buying Local Seafood for Lunches

Grant Opportunities 
· Washington Dairy Council 
· Farm to Summer Meal Site Grant
· School Grants for Healthy Kids 
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
· SP32-2016 - Additional Yield Information for School Meals USDA has released new yield information for a handful for fruits and vegetables. Attachment – Food Buying Guide pages with updated yield information.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo announces new yields for a few fruits and vegetables to be used in the menu planning. The attachment are the updated pages for your operations Food Buying Guide. Please be sure to print these pages out and update all of the Food Buying Guides.
· SP30-2016 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2016-2017 This memorandum extends the CEP election deadline from June 30, 2016, to August 31, 2016, and clarifies that State agencies will be permitted to facilitate CEP implementation beyond the extended deadline of August 31, 2016, throughout the remainder of SY 2016-17. 

Sponsors: For districts interested in applying for CEP this USDA Policy memo has extended the application deadline to Aug. 31st, but encourages State Agencies to except CEP application past this deadline.
· SP28-2016 - Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Requirements for Vending Machines This memorandum is intended to inform Child Nutrition Program (CNP) operators about FDA’s vending machine regulation. The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) cannot predict how many CNP operators will be required to comply with this rule. However, there are no specific exemptions for CNP operators. Therefore, local educational agencies, school food authorities, and individual schools participating in the National School Lunch Program and Child and Adult Care Food Program institutions or Summer Food Service Program sponsors covered by the FDA final rule must comply by December 1, 2016.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo discusses the FDAs requirements for child nutrition departments the use vending machines in their school meal programs. IF your district or nutrition department operates vending machines this would be a very good memo to review.
· SP26-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Annual Notification and Publication Requirements This USDA Policy memorandum was released in the March Bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo promotes awareness to those local education agencies (LEAs) that may qualify for CEP or are close to qualifying; however the reporting template referenced in this memo is a report we compile at the state level and distribute once complete.
Additional Topics
New USDA Proposed regulations USDA is proposing a new regulation pertaining to the National School Lunch, School Breakfast, Special Milk, Summer Food Service, and the Child and Adult Care Food Programs.  The proposed regulation addresses:

· Fines for violating program requirements;

· Termination and disqualification in SFSP;

· State agency/sponsor review requirements for CACFP;

· State Liability payments to aggrieved child care institutions;
· CACFP Audit Funding;
· Disqualified Schools, Institutions, and Individuals

You can read the entire proposed regulation at:  https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/29/2016-06801/child-nutrition-program-integrity.  

Comments must be received on or before May 31, 2016.   If you have questions, please contact: Mandana Yousefi, Community Meal Programs Branch, Policy and Program Development Division, Child Nutrition Programs, Food and Nutrition Service, USDA at (703) 305-2590.

· FRAC School Breakfast Scorecard SY 2014-2015
The Food Research and Action Center annual report, School Breakfast Scorecard for the 2014-2015 school year is now available at http://frac.org/pdf/School_Breakfast_Scorecard_SY_2014_2015.pdf. The report measures the reach of the School Breakfast Program in each state by comparing the number of free and reduced-price certified children eating school breakfast to the number of such children eating school lunch. 
This year, school breakfast participation continued to grow thanks to the dedicated efforts of school districts, USDA, state agency staff, and advocates across the country. A few highlights from this year’s report:
· Nationally, 54.3 low-income children participated in school breakfast for every 100 that participated in school lunch, up from 53.2 in the 2013-2014 school year. Alaska is 51.8 per 100, up from 45.6 in the year previous.   

· Nationally nearly 475,000 additional low-income children participated in the School Breakfast Program on an average day over the prior school year; in Alaska an additional 3,650 students participated and had the second highest increase in breakfast participation in the nation at 21.4%.

· Alaska had the highest overall school lunch participation growth from School Year 2013-2014 to School Year 2014-2015 at 6.1%.

· In the first year of nationwide availability, robust adoption of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) drove participation increases in many of the states with the strongest growth in school breakfast participation.  Alaska was 3rd highest in the nation with 73% of CEP eligible schools opting to participate.

· SFSP 2016 Annual Training

SFSP training is required every year in order to be an eligible sponsor and receive reimbursement for participation in summer 2016. New and returning sponsors and administrators must attend one of the following trainings and interested programs not currently participating are also welcome to attend.
· Distance training for school sponsors will be held on Thursday, April 7, 2016.
· Distance training for all other sponsors unable to travel to Anchorage will be held Thursday, April 14th. 
Distance delivery participants will receive materials prior to the training date, so please register in advance. Submit your training registration to cyde.coil@alaska.gov. For more information about SFSP, please contact Alicia Stephens at alicia.stephens@alaska.gov or 907-465-4788.
· Justice for All posters We have received our the New and Justice for All posters. These posters should be hung in place of the red, white, and blue 11 x 14 poster with the Statue of Liberty on it. We plan to send each district enough posters for each site during the renewal process this summer/fall. However, if you currently do not have any and Justice for All posters hung up in your serving area, you may request some posters be sent to you by contacting Jan Mays at Jan.mays@alaska.gov or Debbie Soto at Debbie.soto@alaska.gov.
Resources
· UAF Guide for Schools Buying Local Seafood for Lunches A new guide created by University of Alaska Fairbanks researchers makes it easier for schools to buy local seafood for lunches. The guide is available for free download at the Alaska Sea Grant bookstore at https://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/MAB-66.html. The “Alaska Seafood Purchasing Guide for Schools” provides information on more than 20 seafood suppliers around the state, listed by species and product form, region, and delivery options. The guide gives information on how to order seafood, quality of products, storage, and delivery. It suggests some questions to ask seafood processors when ordering. A chart shows users when seafood is available throughout the year. See https://seagrant.uaf.edu/news/2015/11-25-15-fish-to-school-program.php Or you can go to our state web page Bulletin and Memos at: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html  and look under the March bulletin to view or download a copy.
Grant Opportunities
· Washington Dairy Council offers two grants:
· Fuel Up to Play 60 (FUTP60) Grant: Increase the health and wellness of your students with up to $4,000 to implement sustainable physical fitness and nutrition strategies for your entire school. We can fund multiple schools within a district. Please contact us for more information. Fuel Up to Play 60 details. 
· Breakfast Grant: Increase your school breakfast participation! Up to $7,000 is available to support the enhancement and marketing of your school or school district's breakfast program. Support the learning in your district by implementing "recess before lunch". Funds are available to help build your existing program or start a new one. Please contact us for more information.
· Farm to Summer Meal Site Grant Update: Over $10,000 was awarded to twelve summer meal sponsors across Alaska: four urban and eight rural. Each application was unique and linked summer students to their local food systems; we are excited to follow the projects’ progress over the course of the summer. 

We are excited to announce we have extra funds to give out and have reopened the grant for a second opportunity to apply!  Applications are due by April 22nd and can be found at: http://dnr.alaska.gov/ag/FarmToSchool/Round2_2016_FarmToSummerMealSite_Application.pdf 

The purpose of the grant is to encourage gardening projects, incorporate local foods into meal programs, build healthier environments and engage children with fun and interactive nutrition education. Grants may be used to purchase gardening supplies or other materials to support activities such as growing, harvesting or cooking local foods. 
· School Grants for Healthy Kids $2500 grants for NSLP schools to purchase fresh (preferably local) fruits and vegetables. See website for more information and application: http://www.chefannfoundation.org/programs-and-grants/project-produce/. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Last day of School or June 1st     On-Site Review Summary for Afterschool Snack & At-Risk Snack 
Last day of School or June 1st     Food Safety Inspection Summary Report
April 1st                                           Enrollment Data pulled for CEP applicaitons



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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