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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1 SP 55-2013 - Questions and Answers Related to 6 cents Certification during School Year 2013-2014
2 SP 51-2013 - Certification and Administrative Reviews in School Year 

2013-2014
3 SP 49-2013 - Frozen Fruit Products in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs in School Year 2014-2015

4 SP 48-2013 -  Extending Flexibility for RCCIs in the National School Lunch Program

5 SP 45-2013 - Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch Program        and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2013-2014
a. Offer Versus Serve Manual
6 SP 10-2012 (v7) - REVISED Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs”
a. Q & As
b. Short and Long Week Calculations
Additional Topics                   
· School Health and Wellness Institute (SHWI)

· Updated School Meals Eligibility Manual
· New Milk Substitution 
· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School
· Competitive Foods Calculator

· School Breakfast Audio Training
· NFSMI Trainings 

· NFSMI Training for Orientation to School Nutrition Management

· eLearning Training Modules

· New List Serve

· Q & A from Annual Training

· Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs 
· Food Day

Grant Opportunities 
· Nutritious Alaskan Food in Schools Grant

· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP 55-2013 - Questions and Answers Related to 6 cents Certification during School Year 2013-2014 This policy memo addresses questions and answers related to certification of compliance with meal pattern requirements during School Year (SY) 2013-2014. we are providing these questions and answers to assist school food authorities with the certification process during SY 2013-2014.
2. SP 51-2013 - Certification and Administrative Reviews in School Year 

2013-2014 This policy memo provides general guidance to State agencies on conducting   certification for performance-based reimbursement, including certifications which may occur during the administrative review process. It also includes the expectations for technical assistance, corrective action, and fiscal action. This guidance pertains to school year (SY) 2013-2014; additional guidance will be issued for future school years.
3. SP 45-2013 - Updated Offer versus Serve (OVS) Guidance for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2013-2014 This guidance is intended to clarify the requirements of OVS, specifically related to what students must take in order to have a reimbursable meal.
4. SP 48-2013 - Extending Flexibility for RCCIs in the National School Lunch Program This memorandum extends additional meal pattern and dietary specification flexibility to RCCIs for both lunch and breakfast.
5. SP 49-2013 - Frozen Fruit Products in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs in School Year 2014-201 This memorandum extends the provisions to serve frozen fruit with added sugar in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) set forth in SP 20-2012, published on September 11, 2012.
6. SP 10-2012 (v7) - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs”
a. Q & As
b. Short and Long Week Calculations
Attached are Questions & Answers (QAs) on the final rule to update the school meals offered under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, as required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. This guidance addresses the final rule overall, and includes questions on general and specific aspects of the new meal requirements. This document is updated periodically to issue additional QAs as they arise during the implementation of the new meal requirements.
Additional Topics                         
· School Health Wellness Institute -  We invite you to attend the 8th Annual School Health and Wellness Institute, Thursday - Saturday, October 31-November 2, 2013, at the Captain Cook Hotel in Anchorage, Alaska.

Registration is Open for the 8th Annual Alaska School Health and Wellness Institute 

This year’s theme, Healthy Students, Successful Learners, is sponsored by the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development, Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, and the Alaska Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. It will focus on a variety of topics, including mental health and suicide prevention, childhood obesity prevention, environmental health, school safety and more.  School Nutrition scholarships are available for persons attending the HealthierUS Schools Challenge post-conference. Deadline to apply for scholarships is September 27.  For registration information and scholarship applications, go to www.akshwi.com.  Please contact Veronica Lietz at veronica.lietz@alaska.gov or 907-465-4788 if you have any questions. 
·  School Meals Eligibility Manual  Here is the newly released August 2013 School Meals Eligibility Manual. Please save this and/or print it out and use for your reference when processing household applications and when conducting your verification process.
· The Milk Substitution list has been updated to include two new soymilk products. Kirkland Signature Organic Soymilk Plain, and Great Value Original Soymilk are now included on the list of meeting the milk requirements. Please the see attached list for nutrient facts and view the other qualified milk products.
· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School This is the Interim Final Rule for National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs nutrition standards for all food sold in school, as required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. These regulations go into effect schools year 2014-2015.
· Competitive Foods Calculator This link will take you to the HealthierUS School Challenge Competitive Foods Calculator, in order to make sure your snack choices meet the new requirements you will need to select the Middle and High Schools Gold Award of Distinction. 

Once you have done that you simply enter in the food item you wish to offer (i.e. ice cream) and hit the add to list button, then you enter in the Nutrition Facts for that item and hit calculate at the end, the calculator will show you if it is meeting requirements or not. IF it is an item that does not meet then yes you would want to offer those 30 minutes after school.

Hopefully this helps with your snack choices.

· School Breakfast Audio Training September 18th, 1:30 – 2:30pm. You are invited to attend the School Breakfast audio training on September 18th, 2013 from 1:30-2:30pm. This training will go over the new requirements for the school breakfast program. 
To register for this training please contact Debbie Soto at Debbie.soto@alaska.gov or call her at 907-465-3316.

To attend this training use the following call in number:
September 18th from 1:30-2:30pm

Dial in Number: 1.800.315.6338

Access Code: 8709
· Free Training From NFSMI 
Registration is NOW open for several upcoming training sessions at the National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) in Oxford, Mississippi, in September and October 2013. 
•  September 24-25, 2013 – Culinary Techniques for Healthy School Meals
•  September 26-27, 2013 – Nutrition 101
•  October 8, 2013 – Meal Pattern Training
•  October 9-10, 2013 – Foundations for Training Excellence
To learn more and to register for this free training, click here.  
· Orientation to School Nutrition Management Training Opportunities at NFSMI 
Orientation to School Nutrition Management training seminar is targeted to new and aspiring school nutrition program directors with five years or less experience. Lessons provide an overview of school nutrition programs, define the role and responsibilities of a director, and review the relationship between local policies and state/federal regulations.

Management topics include:

· Menu Planning/HealthierUS School Challenge

· Program Accountability, Integrity, and the Role of the Director

· Procurement and Inventory Management

· Special Needs

· Work Place Safety and Emergency Preparedness

· Green/Environmental Conservation

· Human Resource Management

· Marketing and Communication

· Financial Management 
NFSMI is offering these sessions free of charge. The Institute will also pay your travel expenses to and from Oxford, Mississippi. 
Two sessions will be offered:

· October 28 - November 1, 2013
· December 2-6, 2013
If you are a new director with five or less years of experience, fill out the registration form attached here and return to Lisa Rogers at ltrogers@olemiss.edu. 
· Alaska Child Nutrition Programs has created six new elearning training modules to assist our SFAs across the state. Topics include:
· Eligibility of School Meals

· Meal Pattern Requirements

· Offer vs. Serve

· Point of Service

· Production Records

· Program Pricing

These courses are great to help train new staff, or as a refresher course, as well as to help meet the annual training requirement soon to be implemented. 
Registration for the courses may take up to 24 hours. Once registered the trainings may be taken as many times as necessary. To register for any of these courses please go to: http://education.alaska.gov/ELearning/
· New List Serve- Alaska Child Nutrition Programs is pleased to announce that we now have a listserv. The purpose of the listserv is to provide information and updates on the USDA Child Nutrition Programs, including the National School Lunch Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, and the Summer Food Service Program.

To receive all of the hottest news and updates from Alaska Child Nutrition Programs, please sign-up for the listserv here: http://list.state.ak.us/
Please see attached instructions for signing up for the listserv.
· Q & A from Annual Training Please see the attached document that address the questions we had during our national school lunch program annual training this year.
· Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs While the large majority of requests for eligibility information are related to the school meal programs, we are also including the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) to remind Schools and local institutions that the disclosure requirements also apply to these programs. For more information you can review USDA policy memo SP 31-2010. 
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is a nationwide celebration for healthy, affordable, and sustainable food.  Schools can participate in Food Day with a variety of activities that include taste tests, nutrition lessons, cooking demonstrations, lectures, workshops, and health fairs. The Guide for School Organizers at http://www.foodday.org/schools provides you with the tools you need for organizing successful activities in your school’s classrooms, lunchroom, or garden.   
USDA Team Nutrition offers interactive and exploratory lessons as a creative way to connect gardens with nutrition messages in the classroom for use with preschoolers and elementary school aged children at  http://teamnutrition.usda.gov/garden.html
If you plan on doing any Food Day activities including serving Alaskan foods on October 24th for “Local Lunch Day” please let us know and we will add your activity to our list of Alaska participants, you can also apply for a chance to win a  goodie bag full of Child Nutrition promotional materials. 
All participants will have the chance to claim a digital thermometer participation prize after the event by taking a quick and easy electronic survey.  
Go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HK7F66K and fill out the electronic survey to register your school or agency.  All programs that participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) or the Child & Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) can enter.  Only one entry per district or agency. 
Grant Opportunities
· Nutritious Alaskan Food in Schools Grant - All Alaskan school districts have grant funds to purchase  Alaskan grown, harvested, or processed foods. Please see the two attached Fact Sheets, the Some Ideas Handout, and the excel spread sheet to see how much funding your school district will receive this year. 

· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. And, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	September 15                      Annual Application Renewal Process must be completed

September 30th 
  First Afterschool Snack on-site review should be done

October 1                             Verification for Household Applications beings          



In accordance with Federal law and U. S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten   Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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