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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1 SP 55-2013 - Questions and Answers Related to 6 cents Certification during School Year 2013-2014
2 SP 51-2013 - Certification and Administrative Reviews in School Year 

2013-2014
3 SP 49-2013 - Frozen Fruit Products in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs in School Year 2014-2015

4 SP 48-2013 -  Extending Flexibility for RCCIs in the National School Lunch Program

5 SP 45-2013 - Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch Program        and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2013-2014
a. Offer Versus Serve Manual
6 SP 10-2012 (v7) - REVISED Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs”
a. Q & As
b. Short and Long Week Calculations
Additional Topics                   
· Government Shut Down

· Nondiscrimination Statement Update

· School Health and Wellness Institute (SHWI)

· Food Day

· Updated School Meals Eligibility Manual
· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School
· Competitive Foods Calculator

· Orientation to School Nutrition Management Training Opportunities at NFSMI 

· eLearning Training Modules

· New List Serve

Grant Opportunities 
· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP 55-2013 - Questions and Answers Related to 6 cents Certification during School Year 2013-2014 This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
2. SP 51-2013 - Certification and Administrative Reviews in School Year 

2013-2014 This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
3. SP 45-2013 - Updated Offer versus Serve (OVS) Guidance for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2013-2014 This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
4. SP 48-2013 - Extending Flexibility for RCCIs in the National School Lunch Program This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
5. SP 49-2013 - Frozen Fruit Products in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs in School Year 2014-201 This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
6. SP 10-2012 (v7) - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs”
a. Q & As
b. Short and Long Week Calculations
Attached are Questions & Answers (QAs) on the final rule to update the school meals offered under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, as required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. This guidance addresses the final rule overall, and includes questions on general and specific aspects of the new meal requirements. This document is updated periodically to issue additional QAs as they arise during the implementation of the new meal requirements.
This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
Additional Topics                         
· Government Shut Down - USDA has developed a contingency plan in the case of a federal government shutdown effective October 1, 2013.  The Child Nutrition Programs, including School Lunch, School Breakfast, Child and Adult Care Food, Summer Food Service, and Special Milk will continue operations into October.  Meal providers are paid on a reimbursement basis 30 days after the service month.  Limited carryover funding will be available during a lapse to support FY14 meal service.  You may view the contingency plan at http://www.usda.gov/documents/usda-fns-shutdown-plan.pdf.     

Program sponsors who are employed by the federal government will have to follow agency protocol in regard to employment, however please be advised that participation in the Child Nutrition Programs does require agency oversight.

Please be advised that a federal government shutdown will not impact staffing or operations at Alaska Child Nutrition Programs.  We will provide additional information as it becomes available, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.
· Nondiscrimination Statement Update - USDA has updated their nondiscrimination statement this state is required to be posted on all publications and websites. If the update nondiscrimination statement is too large to post on a publication (i.e. Menus) then the small version must be used this statement must read: This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Please see the attachment for Nondiscrimination Statement Update for the most current statement and post it on all required materials.
· School Health Wellness Institute -  We invite you to attend the 8th Annual School Health and Wellness Institute, Thursday - Saturday, October 31-November 2, 2013, at the Captain Cook Hotel in Anchorage, Alaska.
· Food Day is October 24th this year, if your program is planning on participating in any local Lunch Day or Food Day activity you may be able to win a Grow Lab Compact Garden, for more information please review the attached flyer.

Registration is Open for the 8th Annual Alaska School Health and Wellness Institute 

This year’s theme, Healthy Students, Successful Learners, is sponsored by the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development, Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, and the Alaska Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. It will focus on a variety of topics, including mental health and suicide prevention, childhood obesity prevention, environmental health, school safety and more. For registration information, go to www.akshwi.com.  Please contact Debbie Soto at Debbie.Soto@alaska.gov or call 907-465-3316 if you have any questions. 
·  School Meals Eligibility Manual  Here is the newly released August 2013 School Meals Eligibility Manual. Please save this and/or print it out and use for your reference when processing household applications and when conducting your verification process.
· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School This is the Interim Final Rule for National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs nutrition standards for all food sold in school, as required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. These regulations go into effect school year 2014-2015.
· Competitive Foods Calculator This link will take you to the HealthierUS School Challenge Competitive Foods Calculator. Although this calculator was designed for HUSSC, it can also help make sure your snack choices meet the new requirements. 
Select the Middle and High Schools Gold Award of Distinction then:

· enter in the food item you wish to offer (i.e. ice cream) 

·  hit the add to list button

·  enter in the Nutrition Facts for that item 

·  hit calculate at the end

The calculator will show you if it is meeting requirements or not. If it is an item that does not meet requirements, then you would want to offer those 30 minutes after school.

Hopefully this helps with your snack choices.
· Orientation to School Nutrition Management Training Opportunities at NFSMI 
Orientation to School Nutrition Management training seminar is targeted to new and aspiring school nutrition program directors with five years or less experience. Lessons provide an overview of school nutrition programs, define the role and responsibilities of a director, and review the relationship between local policies and state/federal regulations.

Management topics include:

· Menu Planning/HealthierUS School Challenge

· Program Accountability, Integrity, and the Role of the Director

· Procurement and Inventory Management

· Special Needs

· Work Place Safety and Emergency Preparedness

· Green/Environmental Conservation

· Human Resource Management

· Marketing and Communication

· Financial Management 
NFSMI is offering these sessions free of charge. The Institute will also pay your travel expenses to and from Oxford, Mississippi. 
Two sessions will be offered:

· October 28 - November 1, 2013
· December 2-6, 2013
If you are a new director with five or less years of experience, fill out the registration form attached here and return to Lisa Rogers at ltrogers@olemiss.edu. 
· Alaska Child Nutrition Programs has created six new elearning training modules to assist our SFAs across the state. Topics include:
· Eligibility of School Meals

· Meal Pattern Requirements

· Offer vs. Serve

· Point of Service

· Production Records

· Program Pricing

These courses are great to help train new staff, or as a refresher course, as well as to help meet the annual training requirement soon to be implemented. 
Registration for the courses may take up to 24 hours. Once registered the trainings may be taken as many times as necessary. To register for any of these courses please go to: http://education.alaska.gov/ELearning/
· New List Serve- Alaska Child Nutrition Programs is pleased to announce that we now have a listserv. The purpose of the listserv is to provide information and updates on the USDA Child Nutrition Programs, including the National School Lunch Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, and the Summer Food Service Program.

To receive all of the hottest news and updates from Alaska Child Nutrition Programs, please sign-up for the listserv here: http://list.state.ak.us/
Please see attached instructions for signing up for the listserv.
Grant Opportunities
· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. And, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	October 1                             Verification for Household Applications beings, complete the first 4                                                  sections of the verification collection summary report.
November 15                       Verification of Household Applications must be competed
First Afterschool Snack review should be completed within the first 4 weeks of operation.




The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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