	[image: image1.png]EDUCATION

& EARLY DEVELOPMENT





	National School Lunch Program 

Bulletin
www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns
	Child Nutrition Programs
Teaching and Learning Support

801 West 10th Street, Suite 200

PO 110500

Juneau, Alaska   99811-0500

(907) 465-8709

Fax:  907 465-8910

elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov

	To:
Local Educational Agencies

	Date:  
January 3, 2014

	From: 
Elizabeth Seitz, NSLP Program Coordinator

	Bulletin: 
2014-05



USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP15-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations and Tool

2. SP13-2014 - School Food Service Account Revenue from the Sale of Non-Program Foods
3. SP11-2014 - Effective Date of Free or Reduced Price Meal Eligibility Determinations
4. SP10-2014 - Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs

Additional Topics                   
· USDA Makes Permanent Meat and Grain Serving Flexibilities in National School Lunch  Programs

· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School
· Competitive Foods Calculator

· eLearning Training Modules

Grant Opportunities 
· The Sow it Forward Garden Grants Program
· Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for Education Grant     Program
· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP15-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations and Tool  This memorandum provides guidance on the calculations SFAs must make in order to ensure they are in compliance with these requirements for School Year (SY) 2014-2015. Please NOTE that the State Agency does this calculation worksheet for all schools in Alaska.
2. SP13-2014 - School Food Service Account Revenue from the Sale of Non-Program Foods Previously, regulations allowed the sale of non-program foods in the food service area if the revenue from these sales accrued to the benefit of the nonprofit school food service account or school or a student organization approved by the school. Now, due to the changes required by Section 206 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, all revenue from the sale of non-program foods sold in schools at any time or location on the school campus must accrue only to the school food service account and is no longer allowed to benefit student organizations or school programs.
3. SP11-2014 – Effective Date of Free or Reduced Price Meal Eligibility Determinations 

This memo was previously sent out in the December Bulletin.

4. SP10-2014 -- Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs This memo was previously sent out in the December Bulletin.

Additional Topics                         
	· PRESS Release 

Release No. 0001.14

	                                                                                                                                               Contact:

	                                                                    USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-4623

	 

	USDA Makes Permanent Meat and Grain Serving Flexibilities in National School Lunch Program

	 

	WASHINGTON, January 2, 2014 - Agriculture Undersecretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services Kevin Concannon today announced that USDA is making permanent the current flexibility that allows schools to serve larger portions of lean protein and whole grains at mealtime.
"Earlier this school year, USDA made a commitment to school nutrition professionals that we would make the meat and grain flexibility permanent and provide needed stability for long-term planning. We have delivered on that promise," said Concannon.

USDA has worked closely with schools and parents during the transition to healthier breakfasts, lunches and snacks. Based on public feedback, USDA has made a number of updates to school meal standards, including additional flexibility in meeting the daily and weekly ranges for grain and meat/meat alternates, which has been available to schools on a temporary basis since 2012.
USDA is focused on improving childhood nutrition and empowering families to make healthier food choices by providing science-based information and advice, while expanding the availability of healthy food. Data show that vast majority of schools around the country are successfully meeting the new meal standards.


· Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School This is the Interim Final Rule for National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs nutrition standards for all food sold in school, as required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. These regulations go into effect school year 2014-2015.
· Competitive Foods Calculator This link will take you to the HealthierUS School Challenge Competitive Foods Calculator. Although this calculator was designed for HUSSC, it can also help make sure your snack choices meet the new requirements. 
Select the Middle and High Schools Gold Award of Distinction then:

·  enter in the food item you wish to offer (i.e. ice cream) 

·  hit the add to list button

·  enter in the Nutrition Facts for that item 

·  hit calculate at the end

The calculator will show you if it is meeting requirements or not. If it is an item that does not meet requirements, then you would want to offer those 30 minutes after school.

Hopefully this helps with your snack choices.
· Alaska Child Nutrition Programs has created six new elearning training modules to assist our SFAs across the state. Topics include:
· Eligibility of School Meals

· Meal Pattern Requirements

· Offer vs. Serve

· Point of Service

· Production Records

· Program Pricing

These courses are great to help train new staff, or as a refresher course, as well as to help meet the annual training requirement soon to be implemented. 
Registration for the courses may take up to 24 hours. Once registered the trainings may be taken as many times as necessary. To register for any of these courses please go to: http://education.alaska.gov/ELearning/
Grant Opportunities
· The Sow it Forward Garden Grants Program
Grant Application Deadline: January 5, 2013
Sow It Forward is the grants and partnership program of Kitchen Gardeners International. The grant is for nonprofit causes or organizations (schools, 501c3s, food banks, community gardens, colleges, libraries, prisons, senior programs, etc.) interested in starting or expanding food garden projects that are of general benefit to their community. 

· Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for Education Grant Program
Grants of up to $5,000 will be awarded in support of facility improvement projects that have a permanent impact on a K-12 school community.... 

Deadline: February 14, 2014 

· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. And, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	December 30th                    Free and Reduced Priced Meals Report – this is data submitted from the October claim
February 1st                       Verification Collection Summary Report is Due
First Afterschool Snack review should be completed within the first 4 weeks of operation.
Self-Monitoring On-Site Counting and Claiming Procedure review should be started.



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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