	[image: image1.png]EDUCATION

& EARLY DEVELOPMENT




 
	National School Lunch Program 

Bulletin
http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html
	Child Nutrition Programs
Teaching and Learning Support

801 West 10th Street, Suite 200

PO 110500

Juneau, Alaska   99811-0500

(907) 465-8709

Fax:  907 465-8910

elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov

	To:
Local Educational Agencies

	Date:  
April 3, 2014

	From: 
Elizabeth Seitz, NSLP Program Coordinator

	Bulletin: 
2014-08



USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP31-2014 - State Agency Prior Approval Process for School Food Authority Equipment Purchases
2. SP30-2014 - Determining Eligibility for Two Cent Differential Reimbursement in New Schools
3. SP29-2014 - Consolidated Appropriations Act Report Language on Waivers for School Breakfast and Smart Snacks
4. SP28-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Year 2014-15
5. SP26-2014 - New Q&As Related to the Certification of Compliance with Meal Requirements for the NSLP
6. SP25-2014 - School Food Authorities Purchasing Produce from U.S. Department of Defense Vendors Using Section 4 & 11 or Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Funds
7. SP23-2014 - Questions & Answers Related to the “Smart Snacks” Interim Final Rule
8. SP21-2014 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Q&As
6 SP19-2014 - Community Eligibility Provision: Department of Education Title 1 Guidance
Trainings

· Competitive Foods and Community Eligibility Provision Training Audio Conferences

· 2014 Summer Food Service Program Training

· Summer Food Service Program webinars
Additional Topics                   
· Local Recipes Requested

· 2013 Breakfast Report and The School Breakfast Scorecard 
Resources

· Q & As from Competitive Foods audio – April 2, 2014

· Smart Snacks Calculator memo – Calculation link
· New Medical Statement to Request Special Meals or Accommodations

Grant Opportunities 
· Breakfast School Grants for Healthy Kids- through Action for Healthy Kids

· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council

· Action for Healthy Kids

· Grants for Arts, Culture, and Design in Schools through Target
· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP31-2014 - State Agency Prior Approval Process for School Food Authority Equipment Purchases This policy memo discuss both the OMB guidance and Generally Accepted Accounting Principles identify equipment as a capital asset. For purposes of this Federal prior approval requirement, the OMB guidance and Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations define as “equipment” any item of non-expendable personal property with a useful life of a year or longer and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the Federal per-unit capitalization threshold of $5,000 or a lower threshold set by State or local level regulations. For more information you may visit our Procumbent web page at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/procurement.html 
2. SP30-2014 - Determining Eligibility for Two Cent Differential Reimbursement in New Schools This memo is stating there are incidence where a school may qualify for the two cent differential which our CNP software already does this calculation for all the school sites. However if you feel you may have a site that this may apply towards please contact us and we will take a look.
3. SP29-2014 - Consolidated Appropriations Act Report Language on Waivers for School Breakfast and Smart Snacks The purpose of this memorandum is to inform School Food Authorities (SFAs) that the Department of Agriculture (USDA) will not be providing waivers for School Breakfast (SBP) and Smart Snacks requirements that go into effect on July 1, 2014.
4. SP28-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Year 2014-15 In SY 2014-15, the State agency may exempt an SFA from the PLE requirements if the SFA requesting the exemption has been certified as meeting the meal pattern requirements and can demonstrate that the required increase to paid lunch prices or revenue contributions would cause the SFA to exceed the 3-month operating balance limit.

5. SP26-2014 - New Q&As Related to the Certification of Compliance with Meal Requirements for the NSLP This new set of questions and answers revises many of the existing questions, eliminates obsolete questions, and adds new questions to provide more guidance on certifications in the upcoming school year. Therefore readers should review this new set of questions and answers very carefully and refer to SP 31-2012 only for information about the certification process in previous years. Question numbers in parentheses ( ) indicate new or significantly revised questions.

6. SP25-2014 - School Food Authorities Purchasing Produce from U.S. Department of Defense Vendors Using Section 4 & 11 or Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Funds This memorandum clarifies how SFAs may use funds provided under Sections 4 and 11or 19 of the National School Lunch Act (NSLA), 42 U.S.C. 1751, to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables from DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (DoD Fresh) vendors.
7. SP23-2014 - Questions & Answers Related to the “Smart Snacks” Interim Final Rule (IFR) As you know, the Smart Snacks nutrition standards are required to be implemented on July 1, 2014. However, the express purpose of publishing an IFR is to ensure that there is the opportunity for continued dialogue as implementation of the Smart Snacks requirements proceeds and issues are identified and evaluated.  These Questions and Answers and other information on Smart Snacks in school are available on the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) website and may be found at http://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/policy.
8. SP 21-2014 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Q&As This policy memo provides background and guidance as well as Q&As that address common questions as the Community Eligibility Provision is implemented nationwide beginning July 1, 2014.
9. SP19-2014 – Community Eligibility Provision: Department of Education Title 1 Guidance This policy memo includes the January 2014 U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education guidance titled “The Community Eligibility Provision and Selected Requirements under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended.” This guidance will be helpful as States, districts, and schools begin implementing CEP nationwide in the 2014-2015 school year. If you district is interested in participating in the CEP option, please share this document with your Title 1 Coordinator.
Trainings
· Competitive Foods and Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)Training Audio Conferences Child Nutrition Programs will be conducting two more audio conferences calls regarding the upcoming Competitive Foods requirements, and one more regarding Community Eligibility Provision being implemented next year in Alaska. 
The dates for Competitive Foods audios are as follows April 16, 2014, and April 30, 2014 from 2:00-3:00pm, if you would like to join us for these audio conferences please call the number below and enter in the call in code listed:



Dial in number: 1-800-315-6338



Call code: 8709

To download the Competitive Foods power point for the audio conferences go to: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html and look under Additional topics.

The date for the Community Eligibility Provision Training is April 8, 2014 from 2:00-3:00pm, if you would like to join us for these audio conferences please call the number below and enter in the call in code listed:
Dial in number: 1-800-315-6338



Call code: 8708
To download the Community Eligibility Provision Training power point visit our CEP web site at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cep.html  

To pre-register for either of these audios please contact Debbie Soto at 907-465-3316.
· 2014 Summer Food Service Program Training
When school doors are closing for the summer, so is the opportunity for many of your students to benefit from free nutritious meals or snacks. If you are a returning Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) sponsor or are interested in becoming a new program sponsor, now is the time to start preparing for summer 2014. Last year, nearly 53,000 eligible children received free or reduced-price school meals, while only about 4,000 participated in the SFSP. Eligibility can be met either by school data (at least 50% or more children at the school are eligible for free or reduced price lunch) or census area data.

Schools are well positioned to provide meals that complement learning and recreation opportunities for children and earn money for the school food service account. A school may:
· Serve as a sponsor and prepare its own meals

· Serve as a sponsor contract with a vendor to purchase meals

· Host a site for another sponsor, or

· Serve as a vendor for another sponsor

Please contact Summer Food Program Specialist Alicia Stephens at (907) 465-4788 or alicia.stephens@alaska.gov for more information. 
· Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) webinars to learn how you can get involved with this wonderful program that feeds hungry children during the summer. Please see the list of scheduled webinars and register for any of them at the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SFSP2014
Additional Topics
·  Local Recipes Requested – At the annual conference for the Alaska School Nutrition Association last week, we heard a number of school districts referencing excellent local recipes using local Alaskan foods.  We would love to compile a collection of these recipes so that we can provide them as a resource to other schools and RCCIs across the state.  We will work on ensuring that they are standardized and conduct a nutrient analysis so that information will be available to all users.

So if you have recipes using salmon, halibut, cod, Pollock, shellfish, caribou, moose, venison, potatoes, barley, carrots, cabbage… or other great Alaskan foods, please send along the recipes to us in the next few weeks. Please send your recipes to Jo.Dawson@alaska.gov .
·  2013 Breakfast Report Breakfast Changes Lives: Ensuring No Kid Goes Hungry in the Classroom. To review the Breakfast Changes Lives go to: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html  and look under Additional Topics. 
 The School Breakfast Scorecard
http://frac.org/pdf/School_Breakfast_Scorecard_SY_2012_2013.pdf , just released by the Food Research and Action Center (FRAC), found that more than 10.8 million children received a free or reduced-price breakfast on the average school day during the 2012-2013 school year, an increase of nearly 311,000 children from the previous year. Nationally, the number of low-income children participating in school breakfast for every 100 participating in school lunch was 51.9, an increase from 50.4:100 during the previous school year
Resources
· Q & As from Competitive Foods audio – April 2, 2014 are posted on our Bulletins and Memos web page under Additional Topics at the following link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html 

We will post any new questions and answers after each training session, we will let you know when it has been updated with any new questions and answers.

In addition we have more great information and resources available on our Competitive Foods web page at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/competfoods.html 

· New Medical Statement to Request Special Meals or Accommodations we have new and improved medical statement form for use to obtain a copy of this form to go our web link at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP2.html and look under Templates and Worksheets
Grant Opportunities
· Breakfast School Grants for Healthy Kids- through Action for Healthy Kids- Action for Healthy Kids welcomes schools to apply for 2014 -2015 School Grants for Healthy Kids. The grants are funded by their partners CSX Transportation, Kellogg Company, Kellogg’s Corporate Citizenship Fund (and more!) and can range from 500 to 5,000 dollars. The funding is designed to help schools create or expand school breakfast programs, pilot universal breakfast programs or enhance their physical activity programs.
Grants will be available in select states. Award amounts will be based on building enrollment, project type, potential impact, and a school’s ability to mobilize parents and students around school wellness initiatives. Applications must be filed by May 2, 2014. The deadline will not be extended.
If you’re interested for your school start the application process and submit before the May 2, 2014 deadline.

· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 

· Action for Healthy Kids – School Grants for Healthy Kids. Create Healthier School Environments with School Grants for Healthy Kids. If you’re interested for your school, attend an hour-long introductory webinar Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 3 p.m. ET, 2 p.m. CT, 1 p.m. MT and noon PT to get tips for applying. You can register now. Archived sessions also will be available. Once you have all the information you need, start the application process and submit before the May 2, 2014 deadline.
· Grants for Arts, Culture, and Design in Schools through Target. Looking for a way to fund FOODPLAY at your school? Grants for Arts, Culture, and Design in Schools in the amount of $2,000 are available through Target. They begin accepting applications tomorrow, March 1st, and will continue until April 30th. Here is the link for more details: 

https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/grants/arts-culture-design-in-schools-grants 
· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. And, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	April 15th                                                             Application for Provision Operations
Last day of school or June 1st                          Afterschool Snack Summary report due

Last day of school or June 1st                          Food Safety Inspection Summary Report due                        



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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