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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP54-2014 - Administrative Reviews and Certification for Performance-Based Reimbursement in School Year (SY) 2014-2015
2. SP21-2014 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Q&As – Revised
3. SP57-2014 - Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2014-2015 – Update Offer Versus Serve Manual
4. SP10-2012 v8 - Revised Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the 
National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs” 

5. SP58-2014 - 2014 Edition of Eligibility Manual for School Meals 
· 2014 Eligibility Manual for School Meals
6.
SP59-2014 - Implementation of Smart Snacks in School: State Agency Fundraiser Elections and Exemptions
7.
SP47-2014 - Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016
· Whole Grain-Rich Pasta Waiver Form
Additional Topics                   
· Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs 
· School Health and Wellness Institute (SHWI)
· Local Recipes Requested
Resources
· All Foods Sold in School Flyer
· State of Alaska Vendor Electronic Payment Inquiry System

Grant Opportunities 
· USDA Equipment Grants

· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP59-2014 - Implementation of Smart Snacks in School: State Agency Fundraiser Elections and Exemptions This USDA policy memo is to establish nutrition standards for all foods and beverages sold to students on the school campus during the school day, including foods sold through school fundraisers. Currently Alaska does not provide waivers for fundraising exemptions.
2. SP58-2014 - 2014 Edition of Eligibility Manual for School Meals This USDA policy memo was sent out as a broadcast on August 15st for immediate guidance and implementation.
3. SP57-2014 - Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program in School Year 2014-2015 This USDA policy memo was sent out as a broadcast on August 1st for immediate guidance and implementation.

4. SP10-2012 v8 - Revised Questions & Answers on the Final Rule, “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs” Attached are Questions & Answers (QAs) on the meal requirements for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP).  Several QAs have been updated to reflect the meal pattern flexibilities announced by the Food and Nutrition Service over the past school year, the requirements that were phased-in on July 1, 2014, for School Year 2014-2015. 
5. SP21-2014 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Q&As - Revised 

This memorandum provides guidance and Q&As that address common questions as the Community Eligibility Provision is implemented nationwide.
6. SP54-2014 - Administrative Reviews and Certification for Performance-Based 

Reimbursement in School Year (SY) 2014-2015 This USDA policy was distributed in August’s bulletin.

7. SP47-2014 - Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 This USDA policy was distributed in June’s bulletin. We now have the Whole Grain-Rich Pasta Wavier form available for SFAs finding whole grain-rich pasta difficult for meal service. Please complete the form if needed and return back to CNP for approval. The waiver form is located on the state CNP webpage under Bulletins and Memos at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
Additional Topics
· Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs While the large majority of requests for eligibility information are related to the school meal programs, USDA also includes the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) to remind Schools and local institutions that the disclosure requirements also apply to these programs. Your school district may receive calls from CACFP organization requesting free and reduced price eligibility information on children enrolled in your school, this information is allowed to be shared but if you have questions or concerns you may contact Ann-Marie Martin, Program Coordinator for CACFP at (907) 465-8711 or email her at: Annmarie.martin@alaska.gov. For additional information you can review USDA policy memo SP 31-2010.


· Registration Open for the School Health and Wellness Institute (SHWI) The 9th Annual School Health and Wellness Institute will be held October 15-17 in Anchorage. Online registration is open at www.akshwi.com. The institute features state and national speakers on many areas of school health: school nutrition, personal safety, cyberbullying, health and safety resources for youth, trauma informed schools, physical activity, starting a wellness team, and many others. Alaska Child Nutrition Programs offers scholarships to attend, provided awardees agree to attend the HealthierUS School Challenge training sessions, complete an action plan, a training evaluation, and a HUSSC criteria checklist for their school.  The institute website has details on scholarships, how to nominate success stories, and registration at www.ak.shwi.com. For more information, contact Wendy Hamilton, School Health Program Manager, at 907-465-2768 or wendy.hamilton@alaska.gov
· Local Recipes Requested –We have compiled a collection of these great recipes and have entered them into our PrimeroEdge system for all to use. We are still interested in receiving more recipes. So if you have recipes using salmon, halibut, cod, Pollock, shellfish, caribou, moose, venison, potatoes, barley, carrots, cabbage… or other great Alaskan foods, please send along the recipes to us. Please send your recipes to Jo.Dawson@alaska.gov .
Resources
· All Foods Sold in School Flyer- this flyer is located at the following link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September Bulletin. This flyer is a great resource to help with the Nutrition Standards for foods and beverages sold in school.
· State of Alaska Vendor Electronic Payment Inquiry System

There have been some inquiries lately regarding payments as our finance division has had some staff shortages so payments are a little slower.  Use the link below to check on your own payments. Go to:  https://dof.doa.alaska.gov/edi_inquiry/
You just need to enter your vendor number, which you should have on file.  If you need it please e-mail Debbie Soto and she will provide it to you to keep on file.  When you enter your vendor number it will show all combined payments by date.  

Grant Opportunities
· USDA Equipment Assistance Grants – September 30, 2014, 4:30 p.m.: Completed Applications Due. This is a competitive grant and priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. In addition, School Food Authority (SFAs) must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 and the FY 2010 and FY 2013 Agriculture Appropriations Acts. 
These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables in school meals, improve food safety, and expand access. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the governmental unit for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
This is a two year grant ending September 30, 2016. An application for this USDA Equipment Grant may be found on the Child Nutrition Programs web page under Bulletins and Memos or by using this web link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html . For more information on this grant please contact Beth Seitz at 907.465.8709 or Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov .
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 

	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Aug. 31th                                                             CEP Applications due  
Sept. 15, 2014                                                     NSLP Renewal due



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.








National School Lunch Program Bulletin

Alaska Child Nutrition Services

 Page 4 of  4

