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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1.
SP02-2015 - Online Fees in the School Meal Programs
2.
SP06-2015 - Farm to School and School Garden Expenses

3.   SP07-2015 - Assessing Proposed Nutrition Education Costs in the NSLP and SBP

4. 
SP10-2015 - Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs

Additional Topics                   
· Farm to School Conference
· Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge Conference
Resources
· New Farmers

· All Foods Sold in School Flyer
· Smart Snack Information
· Request for Technical Assistance or Training on Primero Edge

Grant Opportunities 
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP02-2015 - Online Fees in the School Meal Programs This USDA policy memo discusses ways school food authorities (SFAs) allow families to put money on their children’s accounts. Many SFAs offer online services to parents, including providing online options for parents to add money to their children’s meal account. SFAs can charge a fee for these types of services but only if the SFA also offers a method for the household to add money to the account that does not add any additional fees for these services. 
2. SP06-2015 - Farm to School and School Garden Expenses The questions and answers within this policy memo address specific scenarios that school food authorities (SFAs) may be dealing with when considering the allow-ability of such costs. Please see SP 32-2009, School Garden Q&As for additional information about school garden expenses.
3.  SP07-2015 - Assessing Proposed Nutrition Education Costs in the NSLP and SBP This memorandum provides guidance on the process State agencies and school food authorities (SFAs) should use when assessing requests to fund nutrition education related expenses from the nonprofit school food service account. Nutrition education is an integral part of the mission of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) when the nutrition education and related activities directly support the operation and/or improvement of the school food service. 7 CFR Part 210.12(a)
4.  SP10-2015 - Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance on the use of school and census data to establish area eligibility in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). This memorandum also includes guidance on the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) as it relates to area eligibility determinations.

Additional Topics
·  Farm to School Conference -The Alaska Farm to School Program is proud to announce they have been awarded a grant from USDA to host the first ever Farm to School Conference in Anchorage!  They have set aside the majority of the funds to be used as travel assistance so we can get as much state representation as possible.  

· When:  January 13-14, 2015

· Where: Anchorage (Marriott Hotel)
· Agenda: They have created a very short survey to get an idea of what YOU would like to see at this conference: https://www.research.net/s/2015FTS_conference 
Please take a few minutes to fill the survey out so the Farm to School Program can plan a conference that will be relevant to most people. 
Registration for the conference will be announced on the farm to school listserv so if you aren’t already signed up on that you can sign up at: http://list.state.ak.us/soalists/akfarmtoschool/jl.htm 

· Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge - The Child Nutrition Program is sponsoring a combined Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge event January 15th and 16th at the Marriott Hotel in Anchorage. Each of these programs offer ways to influence healthy nutrition and physical activity choices for students in our schools.  The CNP workshops are part of a partner event with the Alaska Farm to School Program, which is holding a conference at the Marriott Hotel January 13th and 14th.  Travel scholarships are available to attend this event.  For more information contact Ellen Hackenmueller at ellen.hackenmueller@alaska.gov.
Resources
· New Farmers: 

· Stockwell Farm 907-746-0596, Vern Stockwell, stockwellfarm@yahoo.com: has orange carrots, purple carrots, yellow carrots and onions available.
· VanderWeele Farms 907-745-3597, Ben or Michelle VanderWeele, vdweele@mtaonline.net: have large amounts of cabbage, potatoes, carrots, and beets available.
· All Foods Sold in School Flyer- this flyer is located at the following link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September Bulletin. This flyer is a great resource to help with the Nutrition Standards for foods and beverages sold in school.
· Smart Snack Information -The Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 directed the USDA to establish nutrition standards for all foods and beverages sold to students in school during the school day, including foods sold through school fundraisers. To download or print out this great clarifying handout go to the Bulletins and Memos link provided: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html and click on the Smart Snack Information link under the October Bulletin.
· Request for Technical Assistance or Training on Primero Edge- If you are using the new state system through Primero Edge and just need a little help or if you would like to utilize Primero Edge but are not sure how or where to start? Complete this short survey monkey questions and we will set up time with you or your group to assist you with your primero edge needs: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVJYK3Q 
Grant Opportunities
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 

	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Nov. 15th                               Verification of Household Application must be completed

Nov. 30th                               Free and Reduced Price Meals Eligibility Report (all October claims  

                                              should be submitted)     
Feb.1st                                   Verification Summery Report – FNS-742 (should be completed and   

                                               submitted)                                                  



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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