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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1.   SP07-2015 - Assessing Proposed Nutrition Education Costs in the NSLP and SBP

2.
SP08-2015 - Updated E-Rate Guidance for Schools Electing Community Eligibility

3. 
SP10-2015 - Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs

4. 
SP11-2015 - CN Labels Copied with a Watermark

5.
SP13-2015 - Summer Meal Programs Meal Service Requirements Q & As

6.   SP14-2015 - Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Meal   Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat with Q & As
7.   SP03-2015 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2015-2016 Calculations and Tool
Additional Topics                   
· PrimeroEdge at the AKSNA Conference
· SFSP & CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Trainings 
· Farm to School Conference
· Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge Conference
Resources
· SFSP & CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Trainings 
· Recipes from Mississippi
Grant Opportunities 
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP07-2015 - Assessing Proposed Nutrition Education Costs in the NSLP and SBP This memorandum was released in the December bulletin.
2. SP08-2015 - Updated E-Rate Guidance for Schools Electing Community Eligibility This USDA policy provided updated rules and guidance issued by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regarding the calculation of discount rates under the E-Rate program for schools electing the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP).

3. SP10-2015 - Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs This memorandum was released in the December bulletin.
4. SP11-2015 - CN Labels Copied with a Watermark The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify that Child Nutrition (CN) Labels copied with a marking referred to as a “watermark” are not generally acceptable documentation for an administrative review except in limited situations with additional approval from Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). An acceptable CN Label must not contain a watermark.

5. SP13-2015 - Summer Meal Programs Meal Service Requirements Q & As The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance on meal service requirements in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the National School Lunch Program’s (NSLP) Seamless Summer Option (SSO). This revision expands the use of family style meal service to closed enrolled sites and reiterates the option for offsite consumption of specified food items in SFSP and SSO. In addition, this memorandum expands current guidance on meal service times, offer versus serve (OVS), adult meals, and leftover meals as it relates to SFSP.

6. SP14-2015 - Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Meal   Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat with Q & As Through this memorandum, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is extending the 2014 demonstration project allowing service of non-congregate meals at certain outdoor summer meal sites experiencing excessive heat to summers 2015 and 2016. The demonstration project utilizes authority provided in Section 749(g) of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Act, 2010 (PL 111-80) to develop and test alternative methods of providing access to summer meals for low income children.

7. SP03-2015 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2015-2016 Calculations and Tool This memorandum provides guidance on the calculations SFAs must make in order to ensure they are in compliance with these requirements for School Year (SY) 2015-16. In addition, the SY 2015-16 Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) tool to assist SFAs as they make these required calculations is attached to this memorandum. Please note the state agency completes the PLE tool for all school district on NSLP.
Additional Topics
· PrimeroEdge at the AKSNA Conference During the Alaska School Nutrition Association (AKSNA) Conference in February, we will be hosting two concurrent PrimeroEdge sessions; the first will be an overview for folks who haven’t begun using PrimeroEdge and the second session will be a Questions and Answers session for districts using the system but needing some problem solving.  Please feel free to bring your laptop for the Q&A session so we can look at your live data. For additional information on the upcoming AKSNA conference please go to the following website: http://aksna.org/Conferenceinfo.html.
· SFSP & CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals Trainings Offered at AKSNA Conference February 20, 2015 On Friday afternoon, February 20th at the AKSNA Conference, Alicia Stephens will be offering two optional trainings for School Food Authorities (SFA) who are interested in participating in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and/or the Child and Adult Care (CACFP) At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program.
For those SFAs already participating in SFSP, this training will cover the 2015 annual training requirement. For those interested in offering SFSP or CACFP At-Risk, who are not already participating in either program, this is a great opportunity to learn more about both programs which aim to bridge the gap for those students who would normally receive meals through NSLP and SBP and feed children outside of school hours. Each training will be about 1.5 hours long (with a break in between) and are tailored for SFAs that are already familiar with Child Nutrition Programs. 

·  Farm to School Conference -The Alaska Farm to School Program is proud to announce they have been awarded a grant from USDA to host the first ever Farm to School Conference in Anchorage!  They have set aside the majority of the funds to be used as travel assistance so we can get as much state representation as possible.  

· When:  January 13-14, 2015
· Where: Anchorage (Marriott Hotel)
· Agenda: They have created a very short survey to get an idea of what YOU would like to see at this conference: https://www.research.net/s/2015FTS_conference 
Please take a few minutes to fill the survey out so the Farm to School Program can plan a conference that will be relevant to most people. 
Registration for the conference will be announced on the farm to school listserv so if you aren’t already signed up on that you can sign up at: http://list.state.ak.us/soalists/akfarmtoschool/jl.htm 

· Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge - The Child Nutrition Program is sponsoring a combined Smarter Lunchroom Techniques and HealthierUS School Challenge event January 15th and 16th at the Marriott Hotel in Anchorage. Each of these programs offer ways to influence healthy nutrition and physical activity choices for students in our schools.  The CNP workshops are part of a partner event with the Alaska Farm to School Program, which is holding a conference at the Marriott Hotel January 13th and 14th. For more information contact Ellen Hackenmueller at ellen.hackenmueller@alaska.gov.
Resources
· Recipes from Mississippi to try: Here are a couple tasty recipes you might want to try in your menu. 
· Baked Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/baked-beans-with-spice-blend-canned/
· Creole Green Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/creole-green-beans-canned/
Grant Opportunities
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 

	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Feb.1st                                   Verification Summery Report – FNS-742 (should be completed and   

                                               submitted)        
Feb. 15th                               On-Site Review Summary Report – LEAs must submit their summary 

                                               reports for Counting and Claiming to CNP  



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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