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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1.
SP16-2015 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Updated Q&As
2.
SP10-2014(v2) - Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs
3. 
SP17-2015 - 2015 USDA Farm to School Census
4.  SP19-2015 - Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Years 2015-16 and 2016 -2017
5.  SP20-2015 - Requests for Exemption from the School Meals’ Whole Grain-Rich Requirement for School Years 2014-2015 and 2015- 2016
Additional Topics                   
· 2015 Summer Food Service Program Training
· Certified Food Protection Manager (CFPM) 
· Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Training

· PrimeroEdge Trainings
Resources
· Recipes from Mississippi
Grant Opportunities 
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
· New funding opportunity from AASA
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP16-2015 - Community Eligibility Provision (CEP): Guidance and Updated Q&As This memorandum was sent out in the February bulletin.

2. SP10-2014(v2) - Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs - As fruit, vegetable, milk, and yogurt, smoothies are an increasingly common food item in the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP), the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) has modified the guidance on smoothies to allow for the crediting of vegetables and yogurt including smoothies with yogurt at lunch.
3. SP17-2015 - 2015 USDA Farm to School Census - Department of Agriculture (USDA) is preparing to conduct a second Farm to School Census of all school district School Food Authorities (SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). This Census will provide updated information about how many SFAs are purchasing locally produced food for school meal programs or conducting other farm to school activities such as bringing students to farms and farmers into classrooms, teaching students how to cook locally grown food, and cultivating edible school gardens.
4. SP19-2015 - Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Years 2015-16 and 2016 -2017 This memorandum extends, through School Year (SY) 2016-17, the availability of an exemption to the Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) requirement for certain School Food Authorities (SFAs) in strong financial standing, as described in this policy memo. 
5. SP20-2015 - Requests for Exemption from the School Meals’ Whole Grain-Rich Requirement for School Years 2014-2015 and 2015- 2016 This USDA policy memorandum supersedes policy memorandum SP 47-2014 (v.2), Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016, Questions and Answers attached – REVISED, which was issued September 30, 2014 to address the temporary flexibility to use enriched pasta in school meals. However, any temporary flexibility approved by Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) under that superseded memorandum may continue under the terms by which it was approved. To request an exemption for any items you may use the Whole Grain-Rich Exemption Form located at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html, under the March Bulletin.
Additional Topics
· 2015 Summer Food Service Program Training
When school doors are closing for the summer, so is the opportunity for many of your students to benefit from free nutritious meals or snacks. If you are a returning Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) sponsor or are interested in becoming a new program sponsor, now is the time to start preparing for summer 2015. On average nearly 36,000 Alaskan children received free and reduced-price school meals, while only about 4,000 participated in SFSP. Eligibility can be met either by school data (at least 50% or more children at the school are eligible for free or reduced price lunch), census data, income applications or other income data sources.

Schools are well positioned to provide meals that complement learning and recreation opportunities for children and earn money for the school food service account. A school may:

· Serve as a sponsor and prepare its own meals

· Serve as a sponsor contract with a vendor to purchase meals

· Host a site for another sponsor, or

· Serve as a vendor for another sponsor

The annual required SFSP training for schools will be held as a distance call on April 2nd from 1:00-4:00pm. You will find the reimbursement rates, training registration and intent to operate forms on NSLP bulletin web page under the March bulletin. Please contact Summer Food Program Specialist Alicia Stephens at (907) 465-4788 or alicia.stephens@alaska.gov for more information. Applications for the Summer Food Service Program are due by April 15, 2015 and can be sent upon request.
· Certified Food Protection Manager (CFPM) course to be held in Anchorage on Friday, March 27th.  The course will be held at the Clarion Suites Downtown, located at 1110 West 8th Ave.  The course fee is $165 and includes the course handbook and the certification exam fee.  Interested parties may register online at http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eajohiez756e39cd&llr=npjchtoab or by contacting JTAK Food Safety at 907-398-2584 or by email at john@jtakfoodsafety.com.  
· Community Eligibility Provision Training we will be holding two audio trainings on CEP to give an overview of the CEP provision and help answer any questions to those interested in implementing the CEP provision in their school or district. Dates of trainings are:
· March 23, 2015 from 3-4pm 

· March 26, 2015 from 3-4pm

To sign up for either of these audio trainings please contact Debbie Soto Debbie.soto@alaska.gov or 907-465-3316. 
To call in to the trainings call 1-800-315-6338

Entry Code: 8709

When the date of the training gets closer we will send you the CEP power point to follow along.

· PrimeroEdge Trainings are staring back up, here is a list of dates and times of the trainings:

· March 18th 8:00-10:00 AM-Ingredients and Purchase Items Training

March 25th 8:00-10:00 AM-Recipes and Menu Items Training

April 1st 8:00-10:00 AM-Menus and Menu Cycles

April 8th 8:00-10:00 AM-Production

April 15th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Online Applications Training

April 22th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Applications Training

April 29th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Direct Approvals Training

There will also be a Q&A call on the Monday following each training. So if you wanted to start looking at PrimeroEdge this is the time to do it.
Resources
· Recipes from Mississippi to try: Here are a couple tasty recipes you might want to try in your menu. 
· Baked Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/baked-beans-with-spice-blend-canned/
· Creole Green Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/creole-green-beans-canned/
Grant Opportunities
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 
· AASA has funding from the Walmart Foundation to support alternative school breakfast serving methods, including breakfast in the classroom and grab-n-go. AASA will provide funding ($50,000-$250,000) for infrastructure, marketing, communications and other needs around school breakfast implementation. AASA will also provide in-depth technical assistance through mentors and inclusion in its school breakfast Community of Practice. For more information and to download the application materials, go to http://tinyurl.com/p6nsqcu
They are looking for two different types of grantees. 

A.      Districts that want to bring alternative school breakfast to some or all of their schools for the first time.

B.      Districts that already serve alternative school breakfast but are not seeing results. 
Proposals are due March 13, 2015 If you have any questions, email: children@aasa.org. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Feb. 15th                               On-Site Review Summary Report – LEAs must submit their summary 

                                              reports for Counting and Claiming to CNP  
April 1st                                 CEP data should be pulled for possible percentage improvement

April 15th                               Provision Application due  



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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