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	Name of Sponsor


Child care centers, that serve non-residential children 12 years or younger, or disabled children over the age of 12, community-based programs that offer enrichment activities for at-risk children and teenagers, after the regular school day ends, as well as adults enrolled in adult day care centers can participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) through the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development. 
What is the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)?

CACFP is a federally funded nutrition assistance program that provides healthy meals and snacks to young children each day in day care settings, after-school care programs and at-risk children residing in homeless shelters, and adults who receive care in nonresidential adult day care centers.
Who Can Sponsor the Program?

Organizations generally sponsor themselves however sponsors can operate the CACFP under the auspices of a different sponsoring organization.  To participate in the Child Care Food Program, an organization must be providing care to children or a community based day program for adults.  
The adult day care center must have licensing approval to provide day care services to functionally impaired adults or individuals over the age of 60.   The center may be public or private non-profit centers or for-profit if 25% of the enrolled participants are Title XIX or XX beneficiaries.  

The center may be public or private non-profit centers or for-profit if 25% of the enrolled participants are Title XIX or XX beneficiaries.   Child care centers may be independent centers, preschool facilities, or head start organizations.  The At-Risk Afterschool Meals program is available to public entities, including school districts, non-profit organizations and for-profit centers if the program:

· Has  regularly scheduled educational or enrichment activities

· Is located in a low-income area,
· Is available to school age children and youth through age 18, 

· Is open to all (athletic teams and scholastic clubs that limit membership based on ability or other requirements are not eligible), and
· Is free to children
How many meals may be provided?
Child care and adult day care centers may serve and be reimbursed for up to 2 meals and 1 snack or 2 snacks and 1 meal each day for children/adults in care.

At-Risk Afterschool Meals programs may be reimbursed for one afterschool snack and/or one supper per child per day.  Snacks and suppers must be served after school, except on weekends and holidays, when snacks or meals may be served at any time of the day.  Programs are reimbursed for a maximum of one snack and/or meal per child per day during the regular school year. 

Emergency shelters may be approved to serve up to three reimbursable meals—breakfast, lunch, and supper—or two meals and one snack, to each child, each day, on weekdays and weekends.

How are centers reimbursed?

Child Care and Adult Day Care Centers receive payments based on a rate percentage that is calculated once per year, this rate percent tallies family income for all children/adults attending and the center is reimbursed accordingly.  At-Risk Afterschool Meals programs are reimbursed the highest federal snack or meal reimbursement rate for each snack or meal without regard to family income.  Emergency shelters are reimbursed at the highest reimbursement rate for all reimbursable meals.  All reimbursement is for serving meals and snacks, which meet Federal nutritional guidelines, to eligible children/adults.
If a center wishes to operate the CACFP under the auspices of a sponsoring organization they may receive less reimbursement.  The sponsoring organization may keep up to 15% of the meal reimbursement for administrative costs.  

If the sponsoring organization is also providing food for the meals a vended meal agreement is required.  This agreement between the sponsoring organization and the center will outline how much of the reimbursement the sponsoring organization will charge for the food items being provided. 
How can a center participate on the CACFP?

Directly with the State of Alaska:

· Contact the Alaska Department of Education, Child Nutrition Programs for an application.

· Complete a preliminary application and return it to the Alaska Department of Education, Child Nutrition Programs.
· Attend annual training receive and pass, a pre-approval visit from Alaska Department of Education, Child Nutrition Programs staff.
· Must be a licensed childcare facility (if wishing to claim meals other than at-risk meals)
Through a Sponsoring Organization:

· Contact a local agency who is already offering the CACFP.

· Complete application paperwork with that agency.

· Receive and pass a pre-approval visit from the sponsoring organization.

· Must be a licensed childcare facility (if wishing to claim meals other than at-risk meals).
Where can you get more information?

To learn more about the CACFP for child care centers, contact: Ann-Marie Martin at (907) 465-
8711 or email annmarie.martin@alaska.gov: for adult day care centers or emergency shelters, contact:  Hannah Barril at (907) 465-4788 or email hannah.barril@alaska.gov.
I have read and understand that this institution has the right to apply for the CACFP through the state of Alaska Child Nutrition Programs, and have declined this option.  I understand that the sponsoring organization listed above may retain up to 15% of my meal reimbursement for administrative expenses.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the State of Alaska prohibit discrimination in all USDA programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD) or (888) 271-5983 Extension 516 (toll free). USDA and the State of Alaska are equal opportunity providers and employers
