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About Commodity Distribution Disaster Assistance

Commodity food assistance can be provided from Child Nutrition Services to relief agencies.  Preferred food service is in congregate settings, however in instances where congregate food service is not feasible or recommended, household distribution may be permitted.

The state agency may allow up to 30 days feeding for persons at shelters and mass feeding sites in the case of natural disaster or situation of distress.  Federal approval for disaster assistance is required if the disaster is not from a natural event (explosion, strike, etc.), for household feeding, or an extension beyond 30 days.
Key differences between disasters and situations of distress

	Disasters 
	Situations of Distress 

	• Requires a Presidential declaration that federal assistance is warranted. 
	• No Presidential declaration is required. 



	• Guaranteed replacement of commodities by FNS. * 


	• Replacement of commodities by FNS to the extent that funds for replacement are available.* 

	• State has authority to release commodities for congregate feeding for as long as they are needed. 


	• State has the authority to release commodities for congregate feeding, but only if the situation is a natural event, and only for up to 30 days. If not a natural event, FNS Headquarters must approve and determine duration of assistance. 


USDA Commodities

Program sources in Alaska of commodities for disasters and situations of distress include:

· National School Lunch Program – primary source for congregate feeding
· Child and Adult Care Food Program

· The Emergency Food Assistance Program – primary source for household feeding
· Commodity foods may be available from other states or USDA directly.  
Transportation

· If costs are incurred in the delivery of commodity products for a disaster or situation of distress, Child Nutrition Services will bear the transportation costs.

· If costs are incurred in the delivery of commodity products for a disaster, USDA will bear the transportation costs.
	Differences Between Congregate Feeding and Household Distribution for both Disasters and Situations of Distress 

	Congregate Feeding 
	Household Distribution 

	In Presidentially Declared Disasters: 

	• State Distributing Agency approves and determines the duration of feeding. 

• FNS guarantees replacement. 
	• FNS approves and determines duration. 

• FNS guarantees replacement. 

	In Situations of Distress: 

	• State can approve for up to 30 days duration only if the emergency results from a natural event. If not the result of a natural event, FNS approves and determines duration. 

• FNS replaces only to the extent that funds for replacement are available. 


	• FNS approves and determines duration. 

• FNS replaces only to the extent that 

funds for replacement are available. 


Process
Application by the relief agency is made to Child Nutrition Services.
	For congregate feeding, application should include:
	For household feeding, application should include:

	· Description of the disaster/situation of distress

· Number of people requiring meals


· Period of time meals are being requested

· Quantity and types of food needed



	· Description of the disaster/situation of distress Identification of specific area served


· Quantity and type of food needed

· Number of households affected


· Assurance household will not receive both donated foods and disaster food stamps

· Explanation why household distribution is warranted





· Method of distribution 

· The number and location of congregate feeding sites


